
 

Scarsdale Vets - Farm 
Markeaton Lane 
Derby  
DE22 4NH 
Telephone:  01332 294929 
www.scarsdalevets.com/farm 

IBR 
 
It is thought that up to 83% of UK herds 
have evidence of IBR infection.  We are a 
little bit behind in the UK as there are IBR 
eradication programs in most of the EU 
and 6 countries are IBR free (but they had 
very low prevalence to start with i.e. only 
14 cases ever in Finland!).   

 
 
IBR is caused by Bovine Herpes Virus 1 (BHV-1); cold sores in humans are caused by a herpes virus. When 
animals are exposed and infected with BHV-1 they become latent carriers of that virus for life. This means 
they are a risk to the whole herd as they can shed latent virus at a later date during periods of stress, namely 
calving. Although vaccination will not eliminate infection, it can greatly reduce the risk of re-activation of virus 
thus minimising the spread to other animals in the herd. 
 
Whilst acute outbreaks of IBR are obvious with respiratory disease and sometimes abortions, many dairy 
herds with endemic disease just have vague symptoms including freshly calved cows with high temperatures, 
milk drop or grumbling calf pneumonia Also in these herds, recently calved heifers may suffer respiratory 
disease a few weeks after joining the milking herd as they may not yet have seen the virus if they are reared 
separately to the cows. 
 
The ‘DIVA’ Strategy for IBR control 
 
The DIVA strategy stands for ‘Differentiation between Infected and Vaccinated Animals’.  This involves the 
use of marker vaccines so that a blood test can tell the difference between an animal infected with live virus 
originally and one that has been vaccinated. 
 
There are two types of IBR marker vaccine available: a live vaccine and an inactivated vaccine. 
 
The live vaccine is the product of choice in calves less than 3 months old, naïve (un-exposed) animals such as 
young stock or purchased cattle and in the face of a disease outbreak.  The inactivated vaccine has been 
shown to be better at reducing viral shedding in latent carrier animals. Over time, this strategy will reduce the 
number of naturally infected animals however, biosecurity is still very important as the biggest risk is 
introduction of infected animals.  IBR can travel up to 4m in nasal excretions so it is worth bearing this in 
mind when your fields border another farm. 
 
It is important to draw up a vaccination plan together with your vet that is appropriate to your own farm 
situation. 
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