
Victoria studied for her degree in Equine
Science at Hartpury College and later 
went on to travel around Australia, where 
she gained experience on a show jumping
yard and a trail riding property.

Victoria has just adopted a young Springer
Spaniel called Max from the RSPCA, who 
she is looking forward to taking for long 
walks. Victoria enjoys horse riding whenever
possible and taking the opportunity to meet
up with friends.

We are delighted to introduce Victoria Adams,
our new Administrator at Markeaton. Victoria
has taken over Becki Sheldon’s role looking
after the administration of the Farm and
Equine veterinary teams.
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Well, firstly by treating with the correct drug, at the correct
dose for the correct length of time it should save you money
in the long run!! Needless overuse of antibiotics is like 
pouring money down the drain! Secondly, there are 
implications for bacterial resistance occurring due to 
inappropriate use of antibiotics.

Many dairy companies are already trying to reduce the 
use of certain drugs which have been linked with bacterial
resistance. This may not seem like great news when 
products like Readycef and marbocyl are being targeted, 
but if we are not careful in the future we will have a 
very limited number of antibiotics available to us that 
actually work! 

This is where our latest XLVets FarmSkills
course comes in:

'The What's, When's, Why's and
How's of Veterinary Medicines'

This course aims to give you the tools to be able to decide
which animals require treatment, and what the appropriate
drug and dose might be… and more importantly which 
animals do not need antibiotic treatment and which drugs
should not be used! Ultimately the end result should be a
happy, healthy, resistance free herd of cattle and more
money in your pocket!

Why does it matter what medicines you give to
your cows? Why does it matter what dose of
medicines you give? And why does it matter
how long you give the medicines for?

Medicines
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What...
drugs can be used
for what problem?

When...
to treat and when

not to treat?

Why...
are some drugs 

better than others
for some problems?

How...
does this save me

money!?

Individual modules are priced at £45.00 + VAT. 
If you attend all five, there is a discounted price 
of £200.00 + VAT

Please call 01332 294929 to book your
place. Alternatively, download the leaflet
and booking form from our website
www.scarsdalevets.com/farm-animals/
education-and-events

Lameness Course

Module 1
Introduction to Cattle Mobility 
and Functional Foot Trimming

An introduction to cattle mobility, 
functional foot trimming and lameness.

Wednesday 21st November 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 2
Practical Functional Foot Trimming

A practical course on foot trimming 
using the Dutch method.

Wednesday 5th December 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 3
Lameness Theory (Understanding
and Treating Lame Cows)

Recognising and treating different 
types of lameness.

Wednesday 19th December 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 4
Curative Foot Trimming (Practical)

A practical course on trimming and 
treating different types of lameness.

Wednesday 9th January 2013 
10am - 3pm

Module 5
Lameness Prevention

An introduction to controlling lameness 
in your herd by identifying risk and 
implementing practical solutions.

Wednesday 23rd January 2013 
10am - 3pm

Don’t forget to ‘like’ us on Facebook:
Pride Veterinary Centre, Scarsdale Vets, Springwood Veterinary Centre
Find out the latest news or ask one of our vets a question. 

@ScarsdaleVets for up-to-date information about Scarsdale.

FACEBOOK AND TWITTER...

Staffordshire Holstein Club Hosts 
the 2012 Holstein UK Celebration
Scarsdale attend the show to promote 
XLVets and Farmskills.
One of our clients, Mr Tom Cope, 
is president elect of Holstein UK
this year and so the Staffordshire
Holstein society hosted the annual
AGM for the first time.
This was a three day event kicking off with a
social evening and farm walk at another one of
our farms, Mr and Mrs Hill of Hydaway Holsteins. 

The second day was the Midlands Holstein
Showcase at Huddlesford Holsteins which
involved a display of Holsteins from around the
UK and various trade stands. Sid and Rose of
Scarsdale were manning the XLVets stand and
had a great afternoon chatting to farmers from all
over the UK. 

The third day involved a visit to another 
sponsor’s feed factory followed by a gala dinner
where the premier pedigree herd winners were
presented with their prize. 

We would like to congratulate the Marshall family
with their fabulous Overseal herd who were one
of seven regional finalists.
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Module 1Introduction to Cattle Mobility andFunctional Foot TrimmingAn introduction to cattle mobility, functional foot    trimming and lameness. This module includes a    mobility scoring session on farm, focussing on early detection of lameness.Wednesday 21st November 2012 10am - 3pmam session at Markeaton, pm session on farm (venue to be announced)Module 2Practical Functional Foot Trimming—The BasicsA practical course on foot trimming using the Dutch method. Real feet (abattoir specimens) will be used to give a sound grounding in the fundamentals of foot trimming.Wednesday 5th December 2012 10am - 3pmModule 3Practical Curative Foot Trimming—Lameness LessonsA practitioner course on recognising and treating different types of lameness, again using real feet.Wednesday 19th December 2012 10am - 3pmModule 4Practical Curative Foot Trimming—LamenessA practical course on trimming and treating          different types of lameness, using live cows.Wednesday 9th January 2013 10am - 3pmModule 5Lameness PreventionAn introduction to controlling lameness in your herd by identifying risk and implementing practical         solutions. Protect your herd—prevention is better than cure!Wednesday  23rd January 2013 10am - 3pm
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Individual modules are priced at £45.00 + VAT. 
If you attend all four, there is a discounted price 
of £160.00 + VAT

Please call 01332 294929 to book your
place. Alternatively, download the leaflet
and booking form from our website
www.scarsdalevets.com/farm-animals/
education-and-events

Nutritional goals of the dry period
l Prevent excessive weight gain
l Prevent milk fever
l Prepare the rumen for the lactation

Prevent excessive weight gain
Weight gain during the dry period can lead to 
dystocia (calving problems) as well as potentially
leading to acetonaemia and fatty liver.  Excessive
weight gain also reduces intakes in early lactation
when the cow really needs the energy.  The target
body condition score at drying off and calving 
is 2.5 to 3.

At drying off the cows energy demands are 
massively reduced because she no longer needs
to produce milk.  For a cow dried off at 15 litres a
day the energy requirement after drying off is
around half what it was at the end of lactation, 
and around a quarter of what she needs when 
she peaks at 40 litres.

This massive drop in energy requirement is the
reason dry cow rations have a lower energy 
density (usually by including more straw).  It is very
difficult to under feed far off dry cows, particularly
at grass; they will need to be on very poor pasture
and very tightly stocked to limit their intake to
around 70MJ per day.  To put this in context, good
grass silage with a dry matter of 20% will have
approx 10MJ per Kg dry matter and a dry cow
may eat, 20Kg DM a day (200MJ a day).

Prevent Milk Fever
Clinical milk fever leads to the classic down cow
but sub-clinical milk fever often goes undetected
and can lead to increased retained cleansings,
LDAs (twisted guts) and endometritis (whites).
Milk fever is caused by low blood calcium, this
results from the massive increase in calcium
demand to make milk around calving.  The cow’s
body has got used to not needing any calcium so
struggles to mobiles calcium well enough when it
starts producing milk.  There are several strategies
for preventing this.  Most need to be used for at
least two weeks before calving (hence a 3 week
transition period is often used).  The different
strategies are:

l Calcium restriction
By feeding very low levels of calcium 
throughout the dry period the cow’s body is
better prepared for having less calcium after
calving, in practice this can be very hard to
achieve because of the calcium in grass and
silage.  It is important to change the cows 
onto a high calcium diet 24-48hrs before 
calving to meet there demands when 
they calve.

l Full DCAB (Dietary Cation Anion Balance)
This strategy involves adding salts to the 
transition ration to acidify the cows blood, this
improves the way the cow processes calcium. 

The two keys to making a DCAB diet work are
regular urine pH monitoring and providing 
plenty of extra calcium for the acidified cow to
use.  DCAB diets are almost impossible to
achieve at grass.

l Partial DCAB
Partial DCAB diets are becoming increasingly
popular.  Cows are partially acidified and 
supplemented with calcium.  This should 
minimise the risk of milk fever without the 
complexity or risk of a full DCAB diet.

l Magnesium supplementation
Magnesium helps the cow use calcium better. 
Whichever milk fever control system is used,
supplementing magnesium will almost always
help.  Magnesium Chloride can be particularly
useful in DCAB diets as the Chloride helps to
acidify the cow.  Although like most DCAB salts
they will reduce palatability (see below).

Milk fever can be controlled with an effective 
transition period.  Partial DCAB’s are becoming 
a popular option although are easier to achieve
when cows are housed for the last 3 weeks of 
lactation.  The key thing to note is that the two
main systems are either restricting calcium, or by
using a DCAB and adding calcium.  THE TWO
SYSTEMS CAN NOT BE COMBINED, so be 
careful when adding dry cow minerals to diets 
to check they are achieving the same thing.

Prepare the rumen for lactation
At Calving the opposite of drying off occurs, 
the cows energy requirements are massively
increased and the only way to meet these 
requirements if for them to eat more and for 
them to eat a higher energy feed.

To encourage them to eat more intakes need 
to maximised in the late dry period.  Late in 
pregnancy (the last week or two) cows may only
be able to eat about 10Kg DM but when they
calve they will need to be eating over 20Kg to
meet their requirements.  To make this transition
easier it is important to keep the rumen as full as
possible in the late dry period.  Everything should
be done to allow the cows to eat, good feed
access (at least 0.8m per cow), highly palatable
food and providing ad lib access to feed for the
last 2 weeks is essential.  The rumens should 
be full all the time, so that they are ready to
accommodate all the extra feed that will be 
needed after they calve.

The energy density of the diet will almost always
increase after calving (for example, concentrate
feeds will be increases), this can change the way
the rumen works.  Many people encourage the
feeding of a similar ration to late transition cows 
so their rumen’s are prepared for the change.
However this should still be overall low in energy,
providing some of the main forages that are in the
milking cow ration may be enough to help.

Why it’s so difficult
Getting dry period nutrition right is essential for 
a productive lactation, however it can be very
complicated.  Many of the goals are difficult to
achieve together.  For example we want the dry
cows eating a lot but not getting fat; we want to
feed them Magnesium Chloride, but feed needs 
to be palatable.  This is why a two group dry 
period can help, with different priorities for each.  
A one group dry period is also possible but needs
careful thought to maximize rumen fill but keeping
energy intake low.  This is why straw is often a
large component of dry cow rations.

John Remnant BVSc MRCVS 
Resident in Dairy Herd Health & Production

Herdsman Certificate

Module 1
Feeding the high yielding
dairy cow
Practical on-farm nutrition with John
Remnant of Nottingham Vet School.

Wednesday 26th September 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 2
Cow fertility and practical
calving tips
Making the most of your routine visits:
essential reproductive anatomy and 
physiology plus practical calving
workshop. With Rose Jackson and 
Chris Parker of Scarsdale Vets.

Wednesday 10th October 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 3
Mastitis prevention:
Making the most of 
your records
Practical advice from Carolyn Baguley 
of Scarsdale Vets using DairyCo 
principles.

Wednesday 24th October 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 4
Heifer health: From birth 
to weaning
Our popular calf rearing course 
focusing on colostrum management 
and practical heifer rearing targets. 
With Rose Jackson and Paula Scales.

Wednesday 7th November 2012 
10am - 3pm

OCTOBER 2012

IBR is caused by Bovine Herpes Virus 1 (BHV-1).
Cold sores in humans are caused by a herpes
virus. When animals are exposed and infected
with BHV-1 they become latent carriers of that
virus for life even if they are subsequently 
vaccinated. This means these animals are a 
risk to the whole herd as they can shed latent
virus at a later date during periods of stress, i.e.
usually calving time. 

Whilst acute outbreaks are obvious, many 
dairy herds with endemic disease have vague
symptoms such as freshly calved cows with high
temperatures and milk drop or calf pneumonia
which is hard to control. Also in these herds,
recently calved heifers may suffer respiratory 
disease a few weeks after joining the milking 
herd as they may be naïve if reared separate 
to the cows.

Rispoval® IBR marker vaccines are the only
IBR vaccines that are available either as a live
vaccine or an inactivated vaccine.

Rispoval® IBR marker live is the product of
choice in:

l Calves less than 3 months old,
l Naïve animals (young stock or purchased 

cattle) 
l The face of a disease outbreak.

The inactivated vaccine has been shown to be
better at reducing viral shedding in latent carrier
animals2.  In many herds with high bulk milk IBR
titres, the adult stock are often seropositive latent
carriers while young stock may be seronegative
hence vaccinating young stock with the live 
vaccine and adult stock with the inactivated 
vaccine should optimise disease control within
these herds.

A new license for the Rispoval® range of IBR
marker vaccines means that your usual 6 
monthly dose of live vaccine can be followed 
6 months later by a single dose of the inactivated
vaccine and then boosters with inactivated 
vaccine can now be done at 12 month intervals.  

1. Paton et al (1998) Veterinary Record (142), 385-391
2. Bosch et al (1997) Vaccine Vol 15 (14), 1512-1517

Respiratory disease associated with IBR is common 
on farms and a recent study showed that 69% of 
UK dairy herds had evidence of exposure to IBR 
based on bulk milk samples1. 

Carolyn Baguley BA VetMB MRCVS
IBR control

Please contact the practice to discuss the
options for IBR control on your farm.

Feeding the
Dry Cow

Key ideas:
l Keep energy density low, dry

cows should not get fat.
l Control milk fever in the last 

3 weeks, either with calcium
restriction or a DCAB system
NOT BOTH.

l Keep the cows eating in the
late dry period by having 
plenty of trough space and
feeding tasty, ad lib feed.
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