
‘I thought you said she was in calf!’ An update on abortion in cattle
Thursday 15th November at Pride Veterinary Centre, Riverside Road, Derby starting at 7.00pm. To book your place, 
please call the Markeaton reception team on 01332 294929 or email farmandequine@scarsdalevets.com
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Infected animals can secrete millions of oocysts into the 
environment, presenting a source of infection to other young
animals that have not yet had a chance to develop immunity
therefore mixing age groups is a major risk factor.

Stress Triggers
Identifying the stress trigger is not always straightforward: it
may be as simple as a bout of bad weather or a specific event
- such as when animals were weaned, turned out or castrated
but sometimes no exact event can be definitely linked. With
time and knowledge of the farm history, a clearer pattern may
emerge and some farmers know to expect a bout of disease
2-3 weeks after a specific trigger.  This knowledge allows
farmers to treat future batches of calves 14 days after the 
trigger with Diclazuril (Vecoxan®2.5mg/ml oral suspension).
Calves are protected by the cows colostrum for the first 4
weeks so 4 weeks of age is the ideal time to treat if you are
seeing clinical signs in young calves. 

Diclazuril does not compromise the development of future
immunity and it stops development of the parasite straight
away, so clinical signs are not likely to develop as a result of
the trigger. If conditions are such that animals become 
infected again at a later date, those already treated with
Vecoxan®2.5mg/ml oral suspension will have less severe

illness than those that acquired immunity naturally and the
previously treated animals will also excrete fewer oocysts,
helping to control the spread of infection. 

Tackling Coccidiosis
Key management practices to control of Coccidiosis are to
keep age grouped batches of animals separate, feed from
raised containers and keep up good hygiene practices.  Use 
of disinfectants with specific action against Coccidiosis to
clean the environment and equipment will help to reduce the
infection load.  Diagnosis of Coccidiosis can be problematic,
as the presence of Eimeria does not always mean that 
animals will become ill.  Calves are particularly likely to 
develop sub clinical disease, which results in significant 
loss of productivity with failure to gain weight and extended
times to reach slaughter weights. 

Where the trigger is not known and the disease appears
unexpectedly it is always worth treating early and treating 
all animals in the batch. Farmers should always seek the
advice of a vet in developing a suitable proactive approach 
to control of Coccidiosis.  We currently have some subsidised
test kits available so that we can diagnose Coccidiosis on 
calf faecal samples - please speak to one of the vets for 
more information.

Coccidiosis is a potential risk on any farm and some farms have repeated problems year
after year. The Eimeria parasite that causes coccidiosis is fairly widespread and in ideal 
conditions, calves or lambs are exposed to the parasite in moderate numbers and develop
immunity before adulthood. The likelihood of young animals becoming seriously affected
depends on the parasite burden in the environment and immune status of the individual.
Eimeria oocysts that build up to high levels on bedding can overwhelm vulnerable animals.
Calves exposed to stressful events are also more likely to be susceptible to developing 
disease symptoms. 

Maintaining Immunity in 
the Face of Coccidiosis
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We would like to invite you to a talk:

 



Controlling lameness 
associated with winter housing

NOVEMBER 2012

FarmSkills Lameness Course

Modules cost £45.00 + VAT per person per 
module. You can sign up for all 5 modules for the
discounted price of £200.00 + VAT per person.

Please call 01332 294929 to book your
place. Alternatively, download the leaflet
and booking form from our website
www.scarsdalevets.com/farm-animals/
education-and-events

Digital dermatitis 
Digital dermatitis (DD) is caused by infection of
the skin of the feet with a certain bacteria.  Slurry
and wet conditions make infection more likely, but
it’s thought the bacteria don’t actually live in the
slurry – it’s more likely that they live on the skin
surface, and invade into it more easily if it’s wet.  

There are several ways to help control DD:

l Keep feet as dry and clean as possible. Good
drainage, slurry management and scraping out
well are all vital.

l Footbath. This is often essential, but if done
badly it can make things worse.  Dirty 
footbaths can act as a reservoir of infection,
and most of the chemicals used in footbaths
are inactivated by muck more quickly than you
might think - just because you can still smell
the formalin in a dirty footbath doesn’t mean it’s
still effective!  We tend to say that cows need
1L each - i.e. a 200L footbath will do 200 cows
once (or 100 cows twice...).  This is an absolute
maximum though, and many footbaths will
need changing more frequently than this. 
Footbaths need to be at least 10cm deep to
reach the skin, so start off with at least 12cm 
- levels will decrease during use.  One other 
tip - don’t use parlour washings, either for
washing the feet before the footbath, or as the
actual footbath.  New research shows that this
makes DD worse, probably because the soapy
solution causes skin damage or softening,
allowing infection to enter more easily.  
Also, the sodium hypochlorite in the parlour
washings is notoriously inactive in muck and, 
if it’s used as a pre-bath, the alkali will 
deactivate any formalin/CuSo4 used after it,
since these work best in acid.

l Treat lesions early.  Keep an eye out in the 
parlour for any cows with new infections. 
Scrub them off, clean them and blue spray
them for a couple of days - they should
respond well.

l Biosecurity is worth thinking about. There are
different strains of DD, some more virulent than
others.  Even if your farm has DD, any cows
bought in may bring a severe strain with them. 
Consider isolating and treating bought-in 
animals with an antibiotic spray or footbath
before they join the rest of the herd.

Sole Ulcers
It’s now thought that the main reason cows get
sole ulcers is because of physical pressure on the

feet. The pedal bone presses on the back of the
sole, causing bruising and then ulcers.  Anything
that increases this pressure will increase the risk
of sole ulcers. The old ‘acidosis causes sole
ulcers’ theory is now thought to be a myth.  Below
are a few factors that make sole ulcers more likely:

l Too much standing on hard concrete. 
Concrete isn’t very kind to feet!  If cows have 
to wait too long for milking, or to feed, or for
anything else, their feet will suffer.

l Too much standing at all! Make sure 
the beds are comfortable enough that the
cows will choose to lie in them whenever 
possible. Have enough spare beds that any
cows that get picked on won’t be stopped 
from lying down by the others.  Avoid dead 
end passageways.  

l Poor body condition. Thin cows have less
of a fat pad in their digital cushion, which acts
as a shock absorber under the pedal bone in
the foot. Heifers have a naturally thinner digital
cushion than older cows, and so are at 
greater risk. 

l Calving. Around calving, a cow’s ligaments
relax - not just in the pelvis, but in the feet as
well.  This makes the pedal bone drop, and 
put more pressure on the sole. Calving is hard
to avoid, if your fertility’s good, but you can
make it easier for the cows!  A deep straw 
yard for fresh calvers can do wonders for feet
(although it may increase mastitis!).  Getting
heifers’ feet used to concrete before calving 
is also beneficial.

l Foot trimming. Overgrown toes change 
the angle of the foot, causing the pedal bone 
to put more pressure on the sole.  A good 
foot trimmer will trim the toe to the proper
length, and will also hollow out the sole at the
‘ulcer site’, reducing the pressure from the
pedal bone.  

This month sees the start of our foot trimming
course, a series of 5 modules throughout
November, December and January.  We’ll be 
taking a holistic look at lameness control, and in
module 1 on 21st November, we learn about
mobility scoring, the structure of the foot, and why
early detection of lameness is so important.
Modules 2, 3 and 4 are on practical foot-trimming,
and in module 5 we think about practical ways to
prevent and deal with lameness on-farm.  Also
coming up is a re-launch of our Healthy Hoof
Programme, which we’re linking with DairyCo’s
Healthy Feet Programme.  Watch this space! 

By Rose Jackson BVSc DBR MRCVS
Together with NMR, we held a farm walk at Mr
Dale’s farm at Denby which concentrated on heat
detection. Only 50% of cows show true standing
to be mounted behaviour at oestrus and the 
duration of standing is now less than 5 hours for
most Holsteins.  There are many other factors that
reduce heat detection on farm including lameness

and reduced numbers of trained staff for the 
number of cows on today’s farms. Mr Dale
installed NMR’s heat detection system, silent
herdsman 12 months ago following concerns 
over his extended calving interval.  In that time, 
the calving interval has improved by more than 
20 days so that he has already paid back his 
investment in terms of improved fertility.

As autumn gets underway and cows come in for housing,
lameness levels can increase. Digital dermatitis and sole
ulcers can be a particular risk at this time of year.

Carolyn Baguley BA VetMB MRCVSModule 1
Introduction to Cattle Mobility 
and Functional Foot Trimming
An introduction to cattle mobility, functional foot
trimming and lameness. This module includes 
a mobility scoring session on farm, focussing 
on early detection of lameness.

Wednesday 21st November 2012 
10am - 3pm

Farm walk in association with NMR: Focusing on
heat detection can improve your profits 

Module 2
Practical Functional Foot 
Trimming - The Basics
A practical course on foot trimming using the 
Dutch method. Real feet (abattoir specimens)
will be used to give a sound grounding in the 
fundamentals of foot trimming.

Wednesday 5th December 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 3
Practical Curative Foot Trimming
- Lameness Lessons
A practitioner course on recognising and 
treating different types of lameness, again 
using real feet.

Wednesday 19th December 2012
10am - 3pm

Module 4
Practical Curative Foot Trimming
- Lameness
A practical course on trimming and treating 
different types of lameness, using live cows.

Wednesday 9th January 2013
10am - 3pm

Module 5
Lameness Prevention
An introduction to controlling lameness in 
your herd by identifying risk and implementing
practical solutions. Protect your herd- 
prevention is better than cure!

Wednesday 23rd January 2013
10am - 3pm


