
New Voluntary Camelid 
TB Scheme 

Camelids are highly susceptible to bovine TB, but currently there is
no obligation to have camelids tested, as is the case for cattle.  With
this in mind, a new company 'SureFarm', working closely with the
AHVLA, Defra, the camelid industry and the British Veterinary
Camelid Society, has been set up to help create a voluntary health
scheme for bovine TB in alpacas.  

The test involves taking blood samples from individual
alpacas, which are then tested for the presence of antibodies
to seven different Mycobacterium bovis (the bovine TB 
bacteria) antigens. The result is counted as positive if two 
or more of these seven antigens react to antibodies in the
blood.  In alpacas, at this level of interpretation the sensitivity
of the test (i.e. the proportion of truly infected animals that will
be detected as such) is 66.7%, and the specificity (i.e. the
proportion of truly uninfected animals that will be detected
as such) is 97%.  As animals respond to more antigens, the
test becomes more specific, so that when four antigens
react, the specificity is 100% - i.e. there are no false positives.
This test compares favourably with the single intradermal
comparative tuberculin test (SICTT, the skin test used in 
cattle), which in alpacas has a high specificity but a 
sensitivity of only 10-15% (i.e. a positive result is reliable, but 
a negative result is less so and 85-90% of animals that are
actually infected will test negative).  

The sensitivity of the blood test is increased if alpacas are
injected with bovine tuberculin 10-30 days before the blood
sample is taken. (N.B. there is no requirement to
measure/read the outcome of this injection, it is purely 
being used to boost the antibody response before blood
sampling). The test package also includes a statistical
analysis to determine the likelihood of a herd being infected
if results are unclear, e.g. if some of the animals test positive
to two antigens but none are positive to four antigens.  

The scheme will operate under three scenarios: annual herd
surveillance, premovement testing, and export testing. The
scheme is not an accreditation scheme at present, but is

simply a private health scheme to provide reassurance to
both breeders and buyers that the herd or animals they are
selling or purchasing are free of bovine TB.  

We'd encourage all our alpaca clients to look into
this scheme. Further information can be obtained
from www.surefarm.co.uk.
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Contact us:

FARM & EQUINE CENTRE
Markeaton Lane, Markeaton,
Derby DE22 4NH
Tel: (01332) 294929

MAIN HOSPITAL
Pride Veterinary Centre,
Riverside Road, Derby
DE24 8HX
Tel: (01332) 678333

PARK FARM
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,
Derby DE22 2QQ
Tel: (01332) 554422

DUFFIELD
15 Town Street, Duffield
Derby DE56 4EH
Tel: (01332) 841700

MICKLEOVER
3 Vicarage Road,
Mickleover, Derby 
DE3 0EA
Tel: (01332) 518585

HILTON
6 Witham Close
Egginton Road, Hilton
Derby DE65 5JR
Tel: (01283) 732999

OAKWOOD
Unit 9, Oakwood District
Centre, Oakwood
Derby DE21 2HT
Tel: (01332) 666500

SHELTON LOCK
247 Chellaston Road, 
Shelton Lock
Derby DE24 9EG
Tel: (01332) 700321

THE SPRINGWOOD
VETERINARY CENTRE
90 Spring Terrace Road
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent
DE15 9DX
Tel: (01283) 568162

STRETTON
36 The Green, Stretton, 
Burton-on-Trent
DE13 0EQ
Tel: (01283) 565333

post@scarsdalevets.com

Please note that telephone
calls are recorded for quality
and monitoring purposes.www.scarsdalevets.com
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We've known for a long while
now that the bacteria that
cause Digital Dermatitis (DD)
are infectious and can be
passed from animal to animal
and from farm to farm.
However, the exact ways in
which the bacteria (known as

Treponemes) are transmitted have remained
somewhat elusive.  Some recent research from
Liverpool has now found DD treponemes on
hoof trimming blades after trimming the hooves
of DD-affected cattle and sheep. Contaminated
hoof-trimming equipment may therefore be a
route for transfer of infection between animals
and - perhaps more worryingly - between farms. 

It's vital that blades are cleaned and disinfected
after trimming. If you're in the fortunate position
of being DD-free, be aware that contaminated
equipment coming on to the farm poses a risk.
You can be assured that Scarsdale staff will only
use equipment that has been properly cleaned
and disinfected, but feel free to ask us to 
re-disinfect or ask us to use your own knives!  

Latest Research:
Digital Dermatitis Bacteria
Found on Hoof Trimming
Equipment
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Gathering Momentum 
on Johne's Disease
The National Johne's Action
Group is a cross-industry group,
set up in 2010 in response to an
industry desire to tackle the
increasing problem of Johne's 
disease in the UK. 
Over the next few months, there'll be an
increasing focus on Johne's disease diagnosis,
prevention and control, and we'd like all
Scarsdale clients to benefit as much as 
possible from this, since Johne's disease is 
as much a problem in the Midlands as in the
rest of the country. 

Johne's disease, caused by infection with a
bacteria known as Mycobacterium avium 
subspecies paratuberculosis (MAP for short),
is a chronic, progressive intestinal disease, but
also has a significant impact on performance,
affecting productivity and fertility. Research
has demonstrated that cows infected with
Johne's disease suffer from impaired 
production, reduced fertility and higher 
incidences of mastitis and lameness. 

Controlling Johne's disease can be 
challenging, not least because only 1-5% 
of infected cows in a herd will show clinical
signs - the rest will appear healthy.  

Testing plays an integral part in managing
Johne's disease, and it is important to 
understand the various tests available and
how to make the best use of them.  We will
help you decide the most appropriate strategy
for testing, and work with you to produce a 
tailored control programme for your farm, 
taking into account factors such as your 
current Johne's prevalence, your biosecurity
and biocontainment risks, your available
resources and your long-term aspirations 
for your herd.  

To help gain momentum on Johne's control,
we'll be holding meetings over the upcoming
months - on 3rd November for beef farmers,
and in January (14th and 21st) for dairy 
farmers.  Do make every effort to be there -
chances are, Johne's disease is affecting 
your farm, whether you're aware of it or not!

A very big well done to the 
Marshall family of Woodside 
Farm, Linton, who were the 
winners of the 'Health and 
Welfare' Category at the 
Cream Awards, the Dairy 
Industry Trade Awards.  

Congratulations

Calf Pneumonia
Emily Robinson BVetMed MRCVS

There are a number of areas that you can 
look at to help keep your animals as healthy 
as possible:

1. Make sure your newborn calves are getting a
good quantity of good quality colostrum.
Ideally they should have 6lt of colostrum in
the first 6 hours of life either through sucking
or via a stomach tube. Colostrum quality can
be tested using a colostrometer, available
from the practice. If your colostrum does 
not fall into the 'green' category (i.e. good
quality), and no good colostrum is available,
then it must be supplemented with a product
such as Locatim which provides a 
concentrated dose of antibodies to the 
calf. Colostrum should be viewed as 'free
vaccine', without which calves will not have
the protection that they need to fight off 
diseases such as pneumonia. 

2. Check that the stocking density for your 
animals is appropriate for the size of building
that you have. There are recommended area
requirements for animals depending on their
size. A good guideline is 15 cubic metres of
space per 200kg of live weight (add 1 cubic
metre for each additional 100kg).  We use
cubic metres, as when we think of ventilation
we are thinking in terms of air space not just
floor space. If you are unsure of the capacity
of your building then we can come out and

do an on-farm investigation to help you
decide what sort of stocking density might
be appropriate for your animals.

3. Vaccination can be of use on some farms as
a way of protecting your livestock. It is not,
however, a substitute for good management
practices. To find out which vaccine may be
best for your animals, we would need to
blood sample 5-6 animals that are between
the ages of 9-12 months and have not 
previously been vaccinated. If these animals
have antibodies in their bloodstream, they
must have been exposed to the virus. This
works for closed herds, since bought-in 
animals could have been exposed to the
viruses at any point - either on your farm or
before they arrived. 

Other areas to consider include clipping the
backs of larger animals, ensuring that the air
inlets and outlets in your building are sufficient,
ensuring that bedding is clean and dry, and 
regular cleaning out and disinfection of 
calf pens. 

Preparing ahead for winter may save you
money in the long run through lower disease
levels and fewer doses of antibiotics.

If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact us at the practice to discuss 
things further.

With winter fast approaching, now is the
time to think about ways of maximising the
health of your young stock by preventing
pneumonia outbreaks. 

This year's winners were announced at a dinner
at the National Motorcycle Museum on the 18th
September.  Well done also to Rose Jackson,
who received a commendation in the 'Dairy Vet
of the Year' category. Great work! 

 


