
DECEMBER 2013

WELCOME TO

Contact us:

FARM & EQUINE CENTRE
Markeaton Lane, Markeaton,
Derby DE22 4NH
Tel: (01332) 294929

MAIN HOSPITAL
Pride Veterinary Centre,
Riverside Road, Derby
DE24 8HX
Tel: (01332) 678333

PARK FARM
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,
Derby DE22 2QQ
Tel: (01332) 554422

DUFFIELD
15 Town Street, Duffield
Derby DE56 4EH
Tel: (01332) 841700

MICKLEOVER
3 Vicarage Road,
Mickleover, Derby 
DE3 0EA
Tel: (01332) 518585

HILTON
6 Witham Close
Egginton Road, Hilton
Derby DE65 5JR
Tel: (01283) 732999

OAKWOOD
78 Vestry Road, 
Oakwood
Derby DE21 2BN
Tel: (01332) 835550

THE SPRINGWOOD
VETERINARY CENTRE
90 Spring Terrace Road
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent
DE15 9DX
Tel: (01283) 568162

STRETTON
36 The Green, Stretton, 
Burton-on-Trent
DE13 0EQ
Tel: (01283) 565333

post@scarsdalevets.com

news
farm

20
13

We’ve been asked by the AHVLA to remind farmers
of the requirement to report ALL cattle abortions
to their local AHVLA Animal Health Office. It is a
statutory obligation for farmers to report abortions
in cattle, so that a brucellosis investigation can be
initiated if necessary.

Chris Parker BVM&S MRCVS

Abortion Investigations
for Brucellosis

ALL abortions in cows not contributing to a bulk tank
(including suckler cows) will be authorised for an 
investigation, including collection of samples of maternal
blood, vaginal swab and milk.  

An aborting dairy cow will also be authorised for 
investigation if the cow meets one of the following criteria:

l She aborted at a show or market

l She was born outside of GB/Northern Ireland

l She has had no previous normal calving in the herd

l There has been a previous abortion or premature 
calving in the herd within the last 30 days

l She is an inconclusive reactor to a brucellosis test, is in
a herd under brucellosis restrictions or is from a herd
known to be at risk of exposure to brucellosis.

These investigations don’t take long, and the AHVLA
cover the cost of the visit, the time taken to collect 
samples and the testing of the samples.
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Schmallenberg

Carolyn Baguley MA VetMB MRCVS

Last year we think infected midges started 
circulating in the south of the UK around
June/July, gradually spreading north and 
reaching the Scottish borders by November.
Despite the seasonal decline in midge activity
after November, some animals do seem to 
have been infected over winter. 

There began to be reports of possible 
circulation for this year in September 2013,
although we’ve had some affected calves born
in the last few weeks, which would fit with a 
May - August 2013 timing of infection.

Herds that have had Schmallenberg before can
get it again, but so far there have been no reports
of problems of individual animals having an
affected fetus two years running, so immunity to
natural infection seems to be at least 12 months.
The UK seems to have lower seroconversion
rates within a flock/herd than the rest of Europe,
so we may be more at risk of further problems.
We know that more than 90% herds have been
affected in the UK, but within-flock/herd infection
rates of individual animals have been very 
variable - 8-76% for cattle and 9-82% for sheep.

Even farms that are relatively close to each
other appear to have widely differing infection

(and therefore immunity) rates. If you are 
interested in knowing what percentage of your
herd have been infected and are now immune,
we can blood test a proportion (e.g. 20%) and
extrapolate, and then you can vaccinate 
accordingly - it is the ones that have not been
infected that need vaccinating the most.

Heifers and maiden ewes have lower 
seroconversion rates than adults in the same
herd, so will be more at risk this time around - if
you have already decided against vaccinating
the whole herd, it may be worth at least doing
the young stock.  

Nottingham Vet School are continuing their
research on Schmallenberg, and want to try 
and look at the virus’ genetic sequence, to 
distinguish between virus that has continued to
circulate in the UK since the original incursion
and virus that has been recently blown over to
the UK with midges from the continent. To do
this they need samples, so if any of you do have
affected calves/lambs born that you would be
happy to send off for testing (no charge to you!),
please do let us know as soon as you can. Many
thanks to all of you that also helped out in this
way last year.

Virus Update

Here are a few reminders and tips to help you:

l How old is your flask? It is impossible to tell if
your tank is damaged by just looking at it - it
is important to measure the level of liquid
nitrogen weekly - if it losing >1cm per week,
there could be a problem with your flask.

l When raising the canister to locate your
straw, minimise the time that it is kept above
the liquid nitrogen - no more than 5 seconds
- if you don’t find the correct straw right away,
lower the canister back down and wait a 
few seconds.

l Always use forceps to locate your straw and
not your fingers! The warmth from your fingers
will start defrosting the semen unevenly and
this will cause damage to the sperm.

l Only thaw one straw at a time - once a straw
is defrosted, you have only 15 minutes to get
it into the cow so defrosting several straws at
once is asking for trouble!

l Your water bath or automatic thawing device
must be set at 35ºC (check the temperature
manually regularly if you are using an electrical
device).  For a 0.25ml straw, the minimum
thaw time is 20 seconds (40 seconds for a
0.5ml straw and for sexed semen).

l Once the straw has thawed, you can use
your fingers to remove it from the water bath
- the straw must be dried before you load it
into your (warmed) gun as water can damage
the sperm once you cut the top off the straw.

l In addition to the plastic sheath, we 
recommend using a ‘sanitary sleeve’ which is
a disposable plastic sleeve that keeps the
gun clean until you enter the opening to the
cervix when the sheath is pulled back so that
the tip of the gun pops through.

We offer AI refresher courses as well as
our popular 4 day DIY AI course - please
speak to Sid or Rose for more details.

Markeaton 
Christmas
Open Evening

Christmas
Opening Times

Markeaton 

Join us on Wednesday 11th
December between 6pm and
8pm for Winter Pimm’s and 
festive shortbread.

Last drugs order day is Friday 20th
December by 4pm.

Christmas Eve open 08.30 until 13.00

Christmas Day - Closed

Boxing Day - Closed

Usual opening hours between 
Christmas and New Year

News Years day - Closed

l Tell Santa what you 
want for Christmas

l Join our shop 
‘treasure hunt’

l Get a goody bag
l Try your luck with 

our raffle
l Take advantage 

of our shop offers

Come and 
visit us!
We look forward 
to seeing you!

Schmallenberg is now considered endemic, or established,
in the UK. The carrier midges were here already, and the
virus has now overwintered twice. It’s unlikely to disappear
like bluetongue - Schmallenberg spreads in insects much
more efficiently and affects many wildlife vectors.  

DIY AI Refresher
Rose Jackson BVSc DBR MRCVS
Average pregnancy rates are around 30% in the UK currently 
so we should be trying every little thing that we can do to 
maximise the chance of a pregnancy. When doing your own 
AI, attention to detail is paramount as even a small mistake 
can knock the pregnancy rate by a few percent. 


