
Are high production and good
fertility compatible?

It is often stated as fact that higher yielding cows 
have poorer fertility compared to their lower yielding
herd-mates. Many sources state that dairy cow fertility
has declined over the last 20 years and that this 
coincides with a steady increase in yields. 

The link between these two parameters is less clear.  I have
often thought that cows that produce well do so because
everything is going right for them. It stands to reason that
these cows should also do well at getting back in calf.
Luckily, someone else agrees with me!  LeBlanc of the
University of Guelph (Ontario, Canada) state that high 
yielding cows are those that have the highest feed intakes
postpartum so will actually not suffer as much from 
negative energy balance (NEB) as cows with lower intakes.

LeBlanc lists the following results
from a large research study:
l Decreased number of days open from 195 to 156 days

when yields increased from <6800kg to >11300kg

l Decreased interval to first service from 102 to 94 days 

l Heat detection efficiency improved from 19 to 41%

l Each increase in herd average yield by 1000kg is 
associated with an increase in pregnancy rate of 
0.7 points

He points out that ‘these associations should not be 
surprising if good nutrition, cow comfort and attentive 
management provide the conditions for high production
and good reproductive performance’.  It is important to
understand that there might not be a physiological link
between higher yields and fertility but there is a definite 
link between increasing cow numbers, decreasing 
numbers of trained staff, increasing incidence of lameness,
inadequate housing etc and poor fertility performance.
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Contact us:
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Markeaton Lane, Markeaton,
Derby DE22 4NH
Tel: (01332) 294929

MAIN HOSPITAL
Pride Veterinary Centre,
Riverside Road, Derby
DE24 8HX
Tel: (01332) 678333

PARK FARM
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,
Derby DE22 2QQ
Tel: (01332) 554422

DUFFIELD
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Tel: (01332) 841700

MICKLEOVER
3 Vicarage Road,
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Tel: (01332) 518585

HILTON
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Egginton Road, Hilton
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Tel: (01283) 732999

OAKWOOD
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Centre, Oakwood
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Tel: (01332) 666500

SHELTON LOCK
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Shelton Lock
Derby DE24 9EG
Tel: (01332) 700321

THE SPRINGWOOD
VETERINARY CENTRE
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Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent
DE15 9DX
Tel: (01283) 568162

STRETTON
36 The Green, Stretton, 
Burton-on-Trent
DE13 0EQ
Tel: (01283) 565333

post@scarsdalevets.com

Please note that telephone
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Another new team member
to introduce this month! 

We’re pleased to welcome
Yolanda Rodriguez (better
known as Yoli) who joins us a
TB tester. Yoli qualified from
the University of Zaragoza in
Spain, in 2010.  Her first job
was as a goat vet, and she
also worked in food safety

before coming to the UK to join us at Scarsdale.
She is enjoying exploring the Peak District on
foot with her two dogs, and is a keen swimmer.
She is looking forward to getting to know the
Scarsdale clients!

Welcome to Yoli!
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Liver Fluke
Climate change has brought wetter, warmer
weather which suits the fluke down to the
ground and, with the weather changes set to
continue for the foreseeable future, those 
cunning little parasites in your fields at the
moment are the baby boomers of the 
fluke world.  

The fluke needs a mud snail to complete its life
cycle.  Some farms are fortunate and don’t have
the right conditions for the snails or the fluke to
survive, while other farms are heavily infested
and really struggle to control the disease.

Sheep tend to suffer more from acute disease
between August and October (or July to
December in bad years), showing severe signs
and even sudden death, or subacute disease
between October and January, showing more
vague signs of weight loss, depression and 
ill-thrift.  Cattle are more susceptible to chronic
disease, between January and April, although
sheep can suffer from this too.  Bottle jaw, 
production loss and diarrhoea are all signs 
of chronic fluke infection.

There are quite a few ways to diagnose fluke,
and the best way(s) will differ depending on 
the time of year and the stage of infection.
Treatment-wise, remember that many ‘normal’

wormers won’t kill fluke. Triclabendazole is the
only flukicide we have that kills even very
immature fluke - the other flukicides, including
closantel and albendazole, kill older larvae or
adults only.  This has implications for when 
animals need treating, especially after housing,
and how often.  We need to use flukicides
responsibly, and try and make sure that we’re
minimising the chances of triclabendazole
resistance developing.  

Fluke prevention and treatment strategies vary
from farm to farm, and we can help you design
a programme suitable for your farm - just ask.
Also keep an eye on regional fluke forecasts
and the latest advice at www.nadis.org.uk.

Dairy farmers need to be aware that many 
flukicides are heavily restricted in milking 
animals, dry cows and pregnant heifers.  
Also ask your vet about quarantine treatments
for bought-in animals - these can bring fluke
onto your farm which, if it establishes, can 
herald the start of serious fluke problems. 

If you’re a liver fluke, times are good and the future’s
looking bright. If you’re a ruminant, you need to
watch your back. And your liver.

Lameness and foot trimming course
Our popular five-day lameness and
foot trimming course, run by Carolyn
Baguley and Alex Burrows, returns
this November. 

Following feedback from last year, it’ll take
place over a single week (Monday 24th -
Friday 28th November 2014) for a more
intense learning experience!  

Places are limited to six people, so book early to avoid disappointment. 

Below: A liver full of fluke.
Note the severe haemorrhage
and damage.

Don’t waste those chilly autumn
Monday nights - come along to 
an all-new set of beef meetings, 
on topics requested by our beef 
farmers:

Beef meetings

Monday 6th October 2014

UPCOMING COURSES:

Basic first aid and medicines for 
the beef farm, presented by Emily
Robinson

Monday 13th October 2014

Nutrition for the beef cow, 
presented by Chantal Bryant

Monday 20th October 2014

The bull, presented by Andrew
Henderson

Monday 27th October 2014

Making the most of genetics in beef
animals, presented by Rose Jackson

Monday 3rd November 2014

Johne’s disease: What can I do, 
and what’s everyone else doing?
Presented by Carolyn Baguley

7.00pm for 7.30pm at the Farm practice,
Markeaton Lane, Derby. £5/meeting 
(£20 for all five), or free to beef contract
clients. All welcome.  

Please contact the practice on 
01332 294929 to book your place.


