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It seems like only yesterday that the cows went out to grass 
for the summer, and already we are talking about housing
again! While they are outside, though, it’s a good idea to 
take the opportunity to get everything sorted to give you 
the best chance for a disease-free winter housing period.

Emily Robinson BVet Med MRCVS

Preparing for housing

Minimising disease at housing starts with good hygiene.
While there are no cows in your sheds all bedding can be
completely cleared and the building disinfected, dried out
and allowed to air to help to minimise the number of bugs
that persist from one housing period to the next. Disinfection
of buildings is vital to allow you to start with a clean slate at
housing. This is especially important in youngstock housing
and in the calving environment. A contaminated calving
environment significantly increases the risk of your newborn
calves picking up all manner of infections including scours,
navel ill and joint ill.  New-born animals are particularly 
susceptible to picking up these sorts of diseases from their 

environment, as they are born without a fully developed
immune system - the only way that they can get antibodies
is from drinking their mothers’ colostrum.  Johnes’ disease
can also be passed to calves from infected cows through 
a dirty environment. Calves become infected through
ingesting infected muck, either from the environment or
from dirty udders.

Diseases like cryptosporidiosis and coccidiosis can be 
very difficult to eliminate from the environment. A lot of 
disinfection products do not kill these parasites, so they
tend to persist in the environment and disease passes
between calf batches. One of the only available products
that will kill cryptosporidia oocysts is Interkokask, which we
sell at the practice. It would be ideal for use in calf housing
between batches, or any building in which crypto or cocci
have been an issue. The gold standard approach would be
to steam clean the building first and to follow up with a 
product like Interkokask.

While the cows are out is also a good time to address any
issues with the buildings that may have arisen over the 
previous housing season, e.g. lots of pneumonia problems 
in particular buildings. Without the animals being housed 
we cannot set off smoke bombs to assess air flow, but we
can help you calculate the maximum/minimum number 
of animals for the building you have. This is based on the
building dimensions, the amount of air inlet and outlet the
building has, and the size of the animals that you intend to
put in the building. If you need to put more animals in the
building that we suggest it could hold, we can help you find
ways of altering the building (e.g. taking extra ridge plates
off) to make it work better for you. 

If you are interested in any more information
on any of these topics please contact us at 
the practice.
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Welcome back Rose
We are delighted to have had Rose back with 
us from her maternity leave since the middle 
of July.  Notwithstanding a slightly achy arm 
(obviously different muscles are used for PD’ing
cows than for carrying babies) she has slotted
back in effortlessly!

Welcome to Fay...
We also welcome a new face to our team;
Fay Pooley. Fay is our new farm intern,
and introduces herself and her role:  

Hi, I’m Fay, Scarsdale’s new
(and first ever) intern.  I have
just graduated from the
University of Nottingham as a
vet.  Having always wanted to
go in to large animal practice,
I jumped at this opportunity
when it came up.  Being an
intern involves developing my
clinical skills in a structured

way with the clinicians at Scarsdale, as well as
spending 2 half-days per week at the Vet School
doing research into current issues within the
farming/veterinary world.  In my spare time I enjoy
playing netball, horse riding and generally being
outdoors. I’m really looking forward to getting
started with the team at Scarsdale and meeting
the farmers! 

TB Audits 

Fluke Treatments in Dairy
Cows and Heifers 

The AHVLA have recently announced that they will soon
be starting spot-checks at TB tests. These checks will be to
audit us vets, not farmers, and are designed to check that
we are carrying out the testing procedure correctly.

Sandy Jamieson BVM&S MRCVS

The audits will be unannounced, so neither vets
nor farmers will know when an auditor might
turn up.  An auditor may arrive at the start of 
a test, or partway through.  Each vet will be
audited at least once over the course of the 
next several years, and there will potentially be
severe consequences for vets failing to stick 
to the standard operating procedure.

The audits are part of the raft of measures
designed to ensure that TB testing is as 
accurate and as reliable as possible.  It’s vital
that we carry out TB tests by the book, and
show anyone who chooses to look into it that
we are doing a thorough job.  If vets and farmers
can work together on this, we can show that the
way in which we, at least, are playing our part in
TB control is beyond reproach!

As you will be well aware from previous 
newsletters, there have been a lot of changes
lately regarding the legislation around fluke
treatment products. The National Office of
Animal Health (NOAH) and the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate (VMD) have issued a
statement listing all available fluke products, 
and clarifying which can and cannot be used 
in different dairy animals at different ages and
stages of pregnancy. 

As the new labels start to filter through, the
labels of individual products currently on the

market may differ from the information 
presented in the new statement. However, 
it has been recommended that the new 
information is followed regardless. While 
using the product as per the current label 
is legal, it does carry the risk that residues 
violations in milk will be detected.  

The statement contains too much detail to
include here, but do make yourself aware of it 
if you’re a dairy farmers using flukicides. Either
visit www.noah.co.uk to read it for yourself, 
or ask your vet for a copy.  


