
NOVEMBER 2013

WELCOME TO

Contact us:

FARM & EQUINE CENTRE
Markeaton Lane, Markeaton,
Derby DE22 4NH
Tel: (01332) 294929

MAIN HOSPITAL
Pride Veterinary Centre,
Riverside Road, Derby
DE24 8HX
Tel: (01332) 678333

PARK FARM
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,
Derby DE22 2QQ
Tel: (01332) 554422

DUFFIELD
15 Town Street, Duffield
Derby DE56 4EH
Tel: (01332) 841700

MICKLEOVER
3 Vicarage Road,
Mickleover, Derby 
DE3 0EA
Tel: (01332) 518585

HILTON
6 Witham Close
Egginton Road, Hilton
Derby DE65 5JR
Tel: (01283) 732999

OAKWOOD
78 Vestry Road, 
Oakwood
Derby DE21 2BN
Tel: (01332) 835550

THE SPRINGWOOD
VETERINARY CENTRE
90 Spring Terrace Road
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent
DE15 9DX
Tel: (01283) 568162

STRETTON
36 The Green, Stretton, 
Burton-on-Trent
DE13 0EQ
Tel: (01283) 565333

post@scarsdalevets.com

news
farm

20
13

This Winter, we are throwing down the
gauntlet and challenging you to reduce
your number of calf pneumonia cases,
compared to last year.

Emily Robinson BVet Med MRCVS

Emily’s Pneumonia Challenge

Pneumonia is not really just a baby calf problem; it can
potentially have lasting effect on your cattle. Research has
shown that dairy heifers affected with pneumonia as a calf
can take the longer to reach bulling weight, and hence will
be older when she has her first calf. This means extra 
labour costs, feeding costs, bedding costs and potentially
increased drug costs to get our heifers to the correct bulling
weight - this is all coming out of your pocket! In addition,
dairy heifers affected by pneumonia as a calf will produce
less milk in both their 1st and 2nd lactations than those dairy
heifers that have not suffered from the disease. This has

been approximated at around a 4% drop in 1st lactation and
an 8% drop in 2nd lactation. The combination of slower
growth rates and deceased milk production has been
equated to roughly £250 per cow. 

We are here to help!
Over the coming months, your routine vet will
be going through our ‘Pneumonia Check List’
with you at the end of your routine visit. This
will give us an overview of what your current
situation is and what protocols you currently
have in place. This will lead the way for you
and your routine vet to establish between
you, what your farms ‘Top 3 Priorities’ for 
preventing pneumonia this year. If you are
not currently on a routine visit, we are still
able to go through the check list – just give 
us a call to book a visit.

In your follow up visit, we will set aside time
to work on these priorities to help to reduce
our number of pneumonia cases… even if you
only treat a handful of calves each month,
this number can still be reduced. All farmers
that commit to this follow up visit will receive
an exciting goody bag courtesy of Zoetis!

The ultimate plan is to create a happier,
healthier group of calves which will hopefully
create a healthier and more productive herd
of cows for you in the future! 

For more information, see our video online 
at http://youtu.be/LnmPFLJ-O8c
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Worming at housing
We have some very competitive deals
on wormers at the moment - please
contact Sid or Sandy for a quote.

MacMillan
World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who
supported our coffee
morning for Macmillan.

We are delighted
to have raised

£304 for
MacMillan.

Benefits of 

Cream Awards 2013 

Fay Pooley BVMedSci BVM BVS MRCVS

Synchronisation of heifers is becoming 
increasingly common amongst beef herds
throughout the UK. There are many benefits of
using synchronisation; the heifers will all be
inseminated at the same time which therefore
gives a much tighter calving window. Calving
heifers as a group before the cows in the herd
start is a desirable outcome for many farmers; 
it means more time can be devoted to this
group to ensure minimal problems at calving.
Another advantage of this protocol is using AI,
desirable traits can be selected for such as an
'easy calving bull' to further reduce problems
such as small heifers carrying large calves. By
using timed insemination there is an advantage
in that no time will be required for initial heat
detection, although watching the heifers after
insemination to pick up any returns is essential.
Finally there is a huge benefit to having a batch
of calves of the same age; there is generally a
lower level of disease, and they are likely to
reach finishing weight at a similar time which
can increase profitability if selling the calves 
as a group.

Oestrus Synchronisation
Beef Heifers 

l Day 0:
Vet to Insert a CIDR in to each heifer.

l Day 7:
Vet to inject all heifers with Estrumate.

l Day 8:
Farmer to Remove all CIDR's 

l Fixed time AI 56hrs after PRID/CIDR
removal. 

Rose Jackson and Sue Walker were lucky
enough to attend the Cream Awards this year.
Adam Henson from country file was hosting the
event and we couldn't resist getting a cheeky
photo with him!  Dr Gordie Jones, who milks
3600 cows in the central Wisconsin, gave a
compelling speech.  He pointed out that average
milk production per cow has increased 
massively from 7 to 28l since world war II.  This
increase in production has meant a 400%
reduction in the dairy industry's carbon footprint.  

Despite running a large scale dairy enterprise,
Dr Jones still thinks in terms of the individual
cow and notes that 'dairy welfare is size neutral'.

His mantra is:

l Cow comfort comes first

l Forage is king

l Milk quality is everything

He adds that cows should stand only to milk, eat
and drink but should lie down the rest of the

time. These are simple but wise words that we
should all take into account no matter the size 
of our herd.

Congratulations to Katie Yates of
Kedleston who came 2nd place in the
Genus dairy scholarship.

Hollywood
Glamour Ball 
Thanks to everyone who supported our
Hollywood Glamour Ball in September.
We raised just over £3,000 for charity.
This will be split between MacMillan,
BowelCancerUK and NSPCC.

Markeaton 
Christmas
Open Evening
Join us on Wednesday 11th
December between 6pm and
8pm for Winter Pimm’s and 
festive shortbread.
l Tell Santa what you 

want for Christmas
l Join our shop 

‘treasure hunt’
l Get a goody bag
l Try your luck with 

our raffle
l Take advantage 

of our shop offers

Come and 
visit us!
We look forward 
to seeing you!

Protocol for 
synchronisation:

Option 1


