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4th June saw the official launch of the world’s first
Schmallenberg vaccine - Bovilis SBV. The UK is the first
country to licence the vaccine, although at the time of
writing it’s not yet available - hopefully it should be on
the shelves in the late summer.

Chris Parker BVM&S MRCVS Veterinary Surgeon

Schmallenberg Virus Vaccine

Surveys have shown the virus to be firmly entrenched in the
UK livestock and midge populations, and it is likely to have
survived the winter.  Studies of infected farms have shown
that even where there were clinical cases last year, only a
proportion of the animals were infected and therefore
immune (anywhere between 25% and 75%). This means
that a significant percentage of the flock/herd will be 
susceptible to infection this coming season, and therefore 
at risk of further deformed lambs/calves and production
losses in dairy cattle.

The vaccine will be available in 10 or 50 dose vials, and the
whole vial should be used within 4 hours of opening.

Sheep:

One 2ml dose under the skin from 4 months 
of age. Immunity develops after 3 weeks.  
The vaccine must not be given concurrently
with any other vaccine, or to pregnant animals,
so careful thought needs to be given to the
timing of vaccination, especially if abortion 
vaccines are also to be used pre-tupping.

Cattle:

Two doses of 2ml in the muscle, 4 weeks apart,
from 2 months of age. Again, the vaccine 
must not be given concurrently with any other
vaccine, or to pregnant animals, so this makes
the prospect of vaccinating entire dairy herds,
especially with year-round calving, awkward.
However, it might be a good idea to vaccinate
heifers, preferably starting the course at least 
7 weeks prior to service.  

Pricing:

10 dose vial (£32.90 +VAT) 50 dose vial (164.30 +VAT)

Dosage regimes are:
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Nematodirus in Sheep
Nematodirus is a gut worm in sheep that causes
problems earlier in the year than the other gut
worms.  NADIS, the National Animal Disease
Information Service, publishes a monthly parasite
forecast for farmers.  To keep your eyes on the ball,
visit http://www.nadis.org.uk regularly.

NADIS Nematodirus
Forecast: England
and Wales
The forecast was for a high risk of Nematodirus
disease in lambs this spring, with cold conditions
and a late hatch of the parasite eggs on the 
pasture. Risk is likely to start when temperatures
reach around 10 °C for a period of several days.

Pasture larval counts typically begin to rise when
daily maximum temperatures exceed 10˚C, and
rise significantly after average temperatures
consistently reach this level. Due to the cold April
this year, this will most likely happen during May
in most regions, which is later than usual.

Pastures are considered to usually remain risky
for 6 to 8 weeks after hatching, although cooler,
wetter conditions may allow more prolonged 
survival of infective larvae. Risks should be
assessed on a farm-by-farm basis, taking into
account farm histories, management practices
and local weather. Fields that did not carry lambs
last spring/early summer should be low-risk.

Further prophylactic treatments for lambs on
higher-risk pastures should be considered 
following the May treatments advised last month,
perhaps early June and even late June/early July
particularly further north and if lambs are still
young enough to be at high risk at that time (they
are usually at most risk under 12 weeks of age).

White wormers (Class 1-BZ) are often 
recommended for prophylactic Nematodirus
drenches. Post-treatment faecal egg counts
(FECs) at 7-10 days should be considered even
though BZ-resistance in Nematodirus appears
uncommon in the UK. If disease is already 
present, pre-treatment FECs can confirm
whether or not Teladorsagia is also involved, 
as worms of this genus are much more likely 
to be BZ resistant.

Even though Nematodirus eggs are relatively
resistant to environmental extremes, if there is
persistent dry weather through the summer
months, an increased proportion may die off 
on the pasture, leading to a lower disease risk
next spring.

Liver fluke 

You’ve probably heard us talking about liver fluke quite a bit this year.
It’s becoming more common across the UK, and we know of several
previously ‘clean’ farms which have become infected recently. 

Carolyn Baguley BA VetMB MRCVS

- can we reduce the 
need for drugs?

l Full-time housing - this may be 
appropriate in high-yielding dairy herds
which are fed grass and maize silage.

l Not grazing known ‘flukey’ fields
- a possibility if only some fields have a
known fluke problem, assuming there is
sufficient other grazing, and the ‘fluke’
fields can be used for silaging etc.

l Strategic grazing - it may be possible 
to limit grazing of ‘fluke’ areas in the
autumn, limiting the number of new
flukes entering the animals.

l Fencing fluke areas - this will prevent
new fluke infections but some farms 
may need to run an alternative water
source to certain fields.

l Long term drainage of fields -
removal of the damp areas will remove
the snail habitat and therefore the 
fluke risk.

Possibilities include:
2012 was a particularly bad year for fluke,
although the cold start to this year means that
snail and fluke development on the pasture 
will have begun later than usual. The most 
significant development occurs after mean 
temperatures reach the 10°C level, usually
towards the end of April or in May, and so the
summer is a good time to take stock and plan
fluke control strategies for the coming year.

Chronic fasciolosis is the predominant form 
of fluke disease seen in the spring. Cases of 
ill-thrift in both sheep and cattle should be 
investigated for fluke. Levels of chronic disease
are expected to be high this year following the
very high levels of infection seen during autumn
and winter last year.

Fluke eggs passed onto pastures now will
develop over the summer into infective larvae
from August, usually causing acute disease 
from September onwards, although wet early
summers can create an early risk to stock.

Stock on premises with a known fluke 
population should already have been dosed in
the autumn/winter and are often not dosed
again until July.  Monitoring for undiagnosed
infection or treatment failure is important and
should be discussed with your vet.

Newly diagnosed cases of chronic fluke disease
can be treated with any available flukicide, but
triclabendazole should not be used in such
cases, as it has a high level of activity against
early immature fluke which is not required at this
time of year. Triclabendazole should be saved
for use in the autumn/winter when the risk of
acute disease is high.

Flukicide resistance to triclabendazole has 
been confirmed in sheep in the last few years
and, given our understanding of resistance to
wormers, this would suggest that resistant fluke
are here to stay.  Our use of flukicides is also
being increasingly restricted by the EU (as
explained in April’s newsletter).

The fluke that infects cattle and sheep is 
capable of infecting any mammal - rabbits, deer,
etc. - making infection virtually impossible to
eliminate once established on a farm. This
means that grazing areas with snail habitats 
will remain permanently infected, even if left
unstocked for several years. Whilst strategic
treatment using flukicides will help control the
problem, in the long term there will need to 
be a move towards preventing infection and 
reducing our reliance on medicines, as is 
happening with gut worms.

Limiting new infections therefore relies on 
preventing access of the grazing animals to
snail habitats, or removing snail habitats from
the farm.

Each option has limitations. For example, some
wet, rushy fields are only appropriate for grazing
stock, since the ground is too poor for good
silage-making or too wet to take the machinery.
In other cases, the river, which can be the
source of infection, is also the water source for
the livestock and spending all winter defrosting
water troughs is impractical. 

The solutions above will become increasingly
important in the control of liver fluke as we are
forced to reduce our reliance on flukicides either
from EU legislation and licensing, or the threat 
of increasing resistance. 

Planning now for the next ten years is a 
sensible step - most of the proposals above
require a lot of time and capital investment, as
well as a fundamental re-think about land use
on the farm. Also, some farmers committed 
to agri-environmental schemes will find that 
certain measures that will be beneficial for 
fluke control e.g. land drainage, may be at odds
with the requirements of their environmental
payments. Fortunately, many local authority or
EU grants that are offered can be used for
exactly this type of project.

 


