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Treating cows with an
anthelmintic pour-on 
at calving will increase 
milk yields
Many farmers choose to blanket treat adult dairy cows with a wormer
at housing.  However, lessons from the sheep industry tell us that this
is not a good idea in terms of developing worm resistance. 
Instead, targeted treatment of cows at calving leaves a 
large group of cows that have a small worm burden (this 
is known as a refugia) which is important for avoiding 
resistance problems.

When implementing any parasite treatment strategy, it is
important to calculate the cost-benefit of such a treatment
i.e. will the economic gain outweigh the cost of the 
treatment. A study from New Zealand showed that 
multiparous (lactation 2 and above) dairy cows that were
treated with a zero-milk withhold pour-on worming around
calving time (28 days before to 55 days after calving), had
significantly higher milk yields. This was equivalent to an
average increase of 0.6l which, over a 300 day lactation, is
worth approximately £54 per cow per year. This effect was
even more pronounced in higher yielding cows.  It is worth
noting that these were extensively grazed herds but that
worm egg counts were carried out to show that the majority
of these cows did have worm eggs present.

The main reasoning behind this increase in yield is that a 
trichostrongylid worm burden will suppress a cow’s appetite
leading to reduced dry matter intakes. Not surprisingly, there
are also some suggestions that worming at calving will also
improve fertility parameters although the research evidence
is less clear.

Based on milk yield response alone, it is sensible
to suggest that in herds that graze for a 
significant portion of the year, using a wormer
at calving rather than a blanket treatment at
housing, should improve profitability.
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Rose Jackson BVSc DBR MRCVS



She has been awarded a studentship at Bristol
University to research vaccines for porcine
reproductive and respiratory syndrome virus 
and is looking forward to helping bridge the gap
between laboratory research and clinical 
practice. She will be sadly missed by all of us at
Scarsdale and we wish her well for the future.

We will be meeting for drinks at The Ostrich Inn
in Longford on Saturday 30th August at 7pm.
Anybody wanting to come along and say 
goodbye would be more than welcome.

Farm vet Sarah is
leaving Scarsdale at
the end of August
after over 4 years
with the team...

Genetics and Bull 
Choice workshop

Thursday 28th August 
10am -3pm
At Scarsdale Vets Farm and
Equine Centre
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Mastitis Research 
Summary from a 
recent seminar
Chantal Bryant BVM&S BSc MRCVS

Fertility
An animal that has had clinical mastitis in the 
7 days before service has a 40% reduction in 
pregnancy rate. This is not usually relevant on 
a herd basis but on a cow by cow basis is worth
bearing in mind when considering serving 
an animal.

Mastitis Vaccine
Many of you will have heard about StartVac, a
mastitis vaccination for cows.  A recent UK study
into the effectiveness of this vaccine showed that
it reduced the severity of E Coli mastitis meaning
fewer toxic cases although there was still be the
same number of mastitis cases overall.  The
greatest effect was with on label use which
means that cows are treated individually 45 days
before calving, 10 days prior and 52 days after
calving.  This was a very difficult regime even for
the study team and they found many cows had
the 2nd dose less than 10 days prior to calving as
not all cows calve at the due date.  Even with this
problem the on label use was still better than
injecting every cow every 90 days as some 
people have been recommending.  Fewer culls
occurred in vaccinated animals as well and 
there were no deaths from toxic mastitis in the
vaccinated group.  There was no significant 
difference in the SCC levels between vaccinated
and non-vaccinated animals in this trial, although
there was another small UK trial which 
showed improvement in the number of high 

SCC cows 6-12 months after starting a 
vaccination programme.  

In summary, this means that in herds without a
large number of toxic cases there is limited 
benefit in using this vaccine.  

Genetics
As in all areas of the dairy industry there is 
ongoing work into genetic selection associated
with mastitis. Unlike other traits where only a 
couple of genes are involved mastitis has a large
number associated with it. This makes it much
more difficult to select for a cow with a lower
mastitis risk but scientists are still looking for the
relevant genes.

New round of healthy 
feet and mastitis control 
funding for dairy farms!
Carolyn Baguley MA VetMB MRCVS

The amount of funding available is different for
the mastitis and healthy feet plans, so to find
out more, please give Carolyn a call at the clinic
if you think you might be interested.  Usually,

the cost of the plan is more than covered by
the reduction in mastitis or lameness seen as 
a result. Funded places are limited, so
don’t miss out!

The latest round of RDPE funding for 2014, which
will be administered by XLVets FarmSkills, has just
been announced, and it includes funding for the
DairyCo Mastitis Control Plans and the DairyCo
Healthy Feet Programmes. Many of you have already
had these done on your farm, and have seen the
benefits, but for those of you who haven’t (or if you
had one done a while ago, but would like another),
now’s your chance!

Genetics and bull choice are
often seen as a complex and
mysterious subject!
Join Rose Jackson for a workshop on how
exactly to decipher a bull proof and how to
select sires to use on your herd that will fit in 
with your own breeding goals. 

Topics will include: 

l How the current £PLI system was developed. 

l How the emphasis on fertility and fitness
traits has changed since the old PIN system.

l We will also discuss the interaction between
genetics and the environment, cross 
breeding and genomics.

Cost is £55.00 + VAT per person. 

Please call the reception
team on 01332 294929 to
book your place.

Herdsman Certificate:

Dairy Genetics
Workshop

 


