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Wormer Resistance
in Sheep

The reason for the meeting was to make you aware of 
the increasing problem of wormer resistance in sheep. The
talk included the latest research on gut worms and fluke,
covering when and with what to treat your flock. Just to
prove we’re one step ahead of the game, a week after the
talk an article in one of the largest veterinary magazines
was published entitled ‘Wormer resistance: action needed
now…’. The article revealed results from the Farming Against
Wormer Resistance (FAWR) survey which involved over
400 farmers. The survey showed the necessity for the
growing awareness of resistance to be translated into 
practical action, ideally starting with testing to understand
each individual farm’s resistance status. It revealed that 
70% of farmers have not tested for resistance in the last
three years but 64% of farms have white drench resistance.
Looking further into the data, there is a heavy reliance on
white drenches with 90% of farmers using them in their
worming programme in the last five years. Matt Williamson,
a veterinary surgeon at Zoetis (previously Pfizer), was at 
the meeting and he discussed the free faecal egg count 
test that the company are offering for you to be able to 
test resistance on your farm. It involves taking a faecal 
sample from the lambs 7-14 days post drench, depending
on your wormer. 

Our lambing recovery
session at the Cross 
Keys in Turnditch was 
a lovely opportunity to
catch up with our sheep
clients over a beer at 
a reasonable hour - 

a welcome change to the normal 
middle-of-the-night encounter in 
the back of a trailer at Markeaton! 

Abi Jackson BVMS MRCVS

7th September 2013 Derbyshire County Cricket Club 

7.00pm for 8.00pm (Carriages at 1am)

Aperitif on arrival. Dinner followed by dancing to a Live Band and Disco

Profits to Bowel Cancer UK, Macmillan Cancer Support and NSPCC

Tickets available from Sue Walker
ScarsdaleVets LLP, Markeaton Lane,  Derby DE22 4NH 

Telephone: 01332 294929 www.scarsdalevets.com

Tickets £50
We want you to be proactive, use the
free test and see if you have resistance
on your farm. Resistance will never 
go away and you could be wasting
money on wormers that don’t work 
so give one of our farm vets, a call to
arrange your test or phone Zoetis on
0800 292 2070 or fill out an online form
at www.zoetis.co.uk/startecttestkit.



Summer Cell Count Rise
in Dairy Cattle

Chantal Bryant
BVM&S BSc MRCVS
As summer slowly marches 
on, there is often a rise in bulk
milk somatic cell counts for
cows at pasture, reaching a
peak in August.  The cause 

for this is believed to be linked to infections with
Streptococcus uberis during the summer months.
This is an environmental pathogen and wetter
summers have exacerbated the problem, 
especially when grazing is not adequately 
rotated.  This causes pathogen build-up in areas
where cows gather.  To limit infection, pasture
management is particularly important.  Moving
water troughs away from gateways and careful
track placement will limit poaching. Grazing areas
should be rotated to limit bacterial contamination,
with 2 weeks’ use followed by 4 weeks’ rest and a
maximum of 10 cows/acre.  The 4 weeks’ rest is
especially important, as it takes this long for 
mastitis bacteria on the grass to die off.  

Special attention needs to be paid to dry cows, 
as they are also prone to infection.  It is important
they aren’t left out in the same field all summer, 
but follow a similar rotation pattern to the milkers.

Schmallenberg
Vaccine... 
Now available
Last month’s newsletter heralded the imminent
arrival of the Schmallenberg vaccine for cattle and
sheep - Bovilis SBV.  The vaccine is now available,
so contact us if you’d like to order some, or
whether you’d just like to talk through with a vet
whether it’s right for your flock or herd.  

Remember that Bovilis SBV shouldn’t be used in
pregnant animals, and isn’t supposed to be given
at the same time as anything else, so if you’re a
sheep farmer planning to use abortion vaccines 
as well (see below), this will need some forward
planning with respect to timings.
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Usually, digital dermatitis levels fall over the
summer when cows are outside, since their 
feet tend to be cleaner and drier, and they have
more space to spread out.  For this reason,
sometimes people stop footbathing over the
summer.  However, if you keep up the 

footbathing regime all through the summer, the
infection levels will reduce even further and the
cows will be in a much better position, bringing
less infection with them, when they come
inside again. The digi levels over the following
winter can then be lower.

Back by popular demand, we’ll be running our
5-module Lameness and Foot Trimming
course again this autumn.  

The dates will be:

Wednesday 9th October - Module 1: 
Introduction to Cattle Mobility and
Functional Foot Trimming

Wednesday 23rd October - Module 2: 
Practical Functional Foot Trimming:
The Basics

Wednesday 6th November - Module 3: 
Practical Curative Foot Trimming:
Lameness Lesions

Wednesday 20th November - Module 4: 
Practical Curative Foot Trimming:
Lame Cows

Wednesday 4th December - Module 5: 
Lameness Prevention

There are also three other FarmSkills
courses for you to enjoy:

Wednesday 2nd October
Calf Rearing (sponsored by Zoetis): 

Wednesday 16th October
The Whats, Whens, Whys and Hows 
of Veterinary Medicines:

Wednesday 30th October
First Aid, Triage and Dealing with
Emergencies:

Footbathing over
the summer
Dairy farmers: Remember to keep footbathing over 
the summer.  Footbathing is one of the most important
things you can do to reduce and control the levels of 
digital dermatitis on your farm. 

XLVets have teamed up with Land O’Lakes
International, part of an American agricultural
cooperative, to try and introduce dairying to
Mozambique. Following the Mozambican civil
war, the small amount of dairying that there was
has all but disappeared from this area of Africa. 

Land O’Lakes International, funded mainly by US
government grants, is aiming to create a new
dairy industry in the country over the next few
years. Jersey heifers are imported from South
Africa and, following a quarantine period, are 
distributed to smallholders. The first heifer calf is
donated back to the project and is passed onto
another smallholder to enable the project to
expand further. Smallholders have to provide
suitable facilities e.g. a corral, feeding troughs
and a ‘crush’ (in the loosest possible sense of the
word!). They also have to demonstrate that they
have a suitable supply of forage and attend a
series of training courses, some of which are
provided by XLVets.

Dairying is not part of Mozambican culture and
they are not used to eating and using dairy 
products as we are here. Part of the project’s 
aim is to create a market for these products
which are a really good source of protein for 
people who often struggle to maintain adequate
nutrition. Keeping milk cool is a big problem due
to the lack of electricity and refrigeration. Much
of the milk provided by the project cows is made
into yoghurt and cheese which will keep for far
longer and is delicious!

XLVets are sending out 3 pairs of vets a year 
for the next 3 years to help with training 
smallholders, paravets and Land O’Lakes staff.
Training ranges from the very basic how to milk,
milking hygiene etc right up to complex fertility
problems. Paravets are keen smallholders who
have volunteered for further training and will be
providing most of the veterinary care once the
project finishes. Many of them also provide AI
services with very good success rates.

There are obviously many differences between
dairying in Mozambique and dairying in the 
UK; herd size (the ‘large commercial’ farms 
have about 30 cows), yield (averages about 
10-15L/day although some smallholders were
getting 20-30L at peak lactation), and nutrition
(it’s very difficult to try and convince someone to
feed their cow more when they can’t feed their
children). But there are also many similarities; a
cow is a cow whether in Africa or Derby. Mastitis
is common and although it is possible to get
intramammary tubes they are expensive. Many

people will use frequent stripping of affected
quarters as treatment and it seems to be largely
effective. TB is also a massive problem just as it
is here. 

Although not a big dairying area there are lots 
of local breed beef cattle wandering around and
TB is endemic within these animals. All project
cows are routinely TB tested but the government
cannot afford to test the national herd and 
certainly couldn’t afford to compensate farmers
for culled animals.

The project is already succeeding in many of its
aims. A processing plant now takes all project
cow milk and produces cheese and yoghurt.
They are processing 1000L / day at the moment
but following some modifications to the plant are
going to be capable of 18 000L/day so there is
plenty of scope for growth. The yoghurt that they
produce is sold by street vendors all around
Chimoio and they are expanding the area that
they cover. People can be seen walking down
the street eating yoghurts so it is definitely 
catching on.  Whether it will be self sustaining by
2015 when the project ends remains to be seen,
but it is certainly making a huge difference to a
lot of people now.
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FarmSkills 
Africa
One of our farm vets, Sarah Hughes, was fortunate
enough to be selected to go to Mozambique for two
weeks in June as part of an XLVets venture.  She tells us
about her experiences:

Carolyn Baguley MA VetMB MRCVS

Sheep Abortion Vaccines

Upcoming FarmSkills Courses 
- Dates for your Diaries

Enzootic abortion (Chlamydia)
and toxoplasma are among 
the most common causes of
infectious abortion in ewes.
Vaccines are available for both, and sheep
farmers will need to start thinking about
ordering vaccines soon: 

Enzovax/CEVAC Chlamydia
l Given to breeding ewe-lambs from 

5 months of age, or to older ewes 1 - 4
months prior to tupping.  This vaccine
can be given on the same day as
Toxovax, but at separate sites, and 
not mixed.

l Ideally re-vaccinate every 3-4 years,
although most farmers only vaccinate

ewes once in their life.  On high-risk
farms ideally boost the vaccine 1-2 
years later.  

l Vaccination protects against abortion
and reduces the number of Chlamydia
shed at lambing.  

l Vaccinating ewes infected the previous
lambing season (i.e. latent carriers)
reduces the abortion rate in these ewes
by about 50%.

Toxovax 
l Given to ewes at least 3 weeks before

tupping.  It is usual to only vaccinate
once in a ewe’s life, although the vaccine
manufacturers do recommend a booster
every 2 years. 

More details to follow, but if you
want to stay ahead of the game
and book onto a course you can 
do so either via Markeaton, or
through the XLVets FarmSkills 
website (www.farmskills.co.uk).

Sarah Hughes BSc (Hons) BVet Med MRCVS

Smallholder Group

Mozambique ‘Crush’

Sarah training
Paravets


