
Clinical cases of milk fever can be readily noticed and
immediate intervention is required to correct blood calcium
levels. Clinical cases also serve as an indicator that other
cows in the herd could be suffering at a subclinical level. 

Hypocalcaemia has numerous links to health and 
productivity post-calving. For example, milk fever increases
the risk of dystocia by three times and increases the risk of
mastitis by eight times.

Should we consider routine supplementation
of all high risk cows?
A recent large-scale research study in higher yielding, 
intensively managed dairy cows showed that 
supplementing cows at calving resulted in higher milk 
production and less post-parturient adverse events. 

In two large US commercial dairies (mean herd size 3450),
with a mean rolling herd average of 12,400 kg, all cows were
supplemented with anions during the pre-calving period.
Cows then received either 2 Bovikalc boluses (one bolus 
0 to 2 h after calving and the second 8 to 35 h after calving) 
or no oral calcium supplement.

Higher producing and lame cows responded particularly
well to supplementation with Bovikalc boluses. And even
with very low levels of milk fever within the herd, cows gave
over 7% more milk at first recording. 
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Higher yield and less disease
with routine use of Bovikalc®

Rose Jackson BVSc DBR MRCVS
Clinical milk fever is thought to affect between 4-9% 
of the UK’s dairy cows, while evidence suggests the 
subclinical form (low level of calcium in the blood 
without clinical signs) can affect up to 39%. Despite it
being the most important nutritional disorder affecting
transition cows, many producers simply accept this level
of milk fever or just don’t pick up on it.

Reducing the risk 
of milk fever
Bovikalc is best used at the time of calving and will help
reduce the risk of milk fever: Give the first bolus shortly
after calving, give a second bolus 12-15 hours later and
follow up with further boluses at 12-15 hour intervals as
necessary.  Bovikalc may also be used in clinical cases 
to reduce the risk of recurrence following prior treatment
with injectable calcium. 

Preventative strategies should be an integral part of 
herd health management on all farms. For a disorder 
that impacts so significantly on the health and production
of the dairy cow, reducing the risk of milk fever is 
very important.
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Use of pain relief
for disbudding

Fay Pooley BVMedSci BVM BVS MRCVS

Recent papers have shown that calves who
receive an injection of painkiller
(Ketofen/Metacam/Finadyne) as well as 
local anaesthetic before disbudding show 
significantly less signs of pain at 12, 24 and
48hrs after disbudding. Calves receiving a
painkiller injection are seen to play more with
each other, ear flick and head shake less 
compared with calves that just have local
anaesthetic at the time of disbudding. There 
are also papers showing that calves receiving
painkillers are seen more frequently at the feed
trough than calves without; implying better
growth rates in calves receiving painkillers
(although no long term studies have been
undertaken to prove this). 

If castration and disbudding are to be performed
at the same time it has been shown that a
painkiller injection before starting either 

procedure reduces stress hormones in the
calves considerably and less pain is shown
afterwards when compared with separate 
castration and disbudding.

Disbudding is one of the most common procedures
carried out regularly on both beef and dairy farms
but do you always give your calves pain relief 
beforehand? 

Introducing XLVet’s New
Post-Mortem Service
Carolyn Baguley MA VetMB MRCVS

We are currently participating in a pilot scheme
which will work as follows:

l If you have a dead animal that you would 
like a Post Mortem done on give us a call 
to discuss the case with a vet.

l If you are a member of NFsCo then you can
call either Redfern’s or Brassington’s for the
carcase collection and let the driver know
you would like a PM done.

l The driver will place a Yellow identification
Post Mortem band around the leg of the 
animal and put the name of your vet onto 
the usual collection sheet.

l A Post Mortem will be carried out by a
trained XLVet member who will report the
findings back to us.

The cost for an adult cow will be £97.50 and this
will be collected automatically by direct debit
along with your usual NFsCo collection charges.
The cost for a sheep or Calf Post Mortem is
£47.50 on top of usual disposal costs. 

Our local AHVLA lab at Sutton Bonnington will 
be closing within the next 12 months and so there
is a need for an alternative scheme. Along with 
a couple of other local XLVet practices, we have
been working with the National Fallen Stock 
Company and two abattoirs, Redfern’s and
Brassington’s who many of you will already use, 
in an attempt to make Post Mortem examinations
of livestock both easier and cheaper.

At Scarsdale Vets we care 
and want you to make the
most of your farm, so we 
are launching the ‘All-Ewe-
Can-Ask-For Contract’. 
This is a contract that involves one or two annual
visits where we aim to make your sheep farm
more profitable, giving you all the advice and
support you may need to improve. In addition,
we are pleased to introduce our new Nottingham
Vet School Associate: Peers is the Clinical
Lecturer in Sheep Health and Production at
Nottingham Vet School. Peers is currently 
working on a range of research projects 
connected to health, welfare and productivity in
sheep, a European specialist diploma in sheep
health management and a PhD in mastitis. His
principal interest is in flock data analysis and 
production limiting diseases in sheep flocks, their
impact on efficiency and cost of production.

Our new sheep 
contract and 
sheep expert...

COMING SOON!

Peers Davies MA VetMB MRCVS

Hector Santo-Thomas 
DVM MRCVS


