
‘Quiz Night’at Pride
Our next quiz night will take place on Thursday 
3rd April at Pride Veterinary Centre. 7.30pm start.
Tickets are £5.00 per person with a maximum of 4 per team 
and the ticket price includes a pie supper.
To book your tickets, please contact the reception team 
on 01332 294929

Last month, we mentioned that feed costs represent the
most significant cost for dairy farmers at an average of
8.9ppl.  Costs will vary massively between systems as grass
based low yield farms will obviously have much lower costs
than year round housed mixed ration fed units.  Forage 
quality is the main driver for the quantity of purchased feed
so it may pay to spend a little on silage additives in order to
reduce the need for concentrate feed down the line.  

There are still costs associated with conserved forages
though such as contractors and fertilizers etc so you will get
better margins if you can maximise the amount of milk you
get from grazed grass. There are also costs associated with
feeding a mixed ration - purchasing, maintaining and 
running a feed wagon, tractor and load-all accounts for
around 1.5ppl including depreciation.

Monitoring your margin over purchased feed (MOPF; i.e.
monthly milk cheque less monthly feed bill) per cow per
month is a useful exercise - a target figure is £150.  Looking
at the details of what you are actually feeding and what
return it can give you can pay off.  For example, your 
nutritionist recommends that you start feeding RP10 at
0.5kg/cow/day to increase your butter fats from 3.9% to
4.1%, you have 250 cows giving 28l, is it worth it?
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Dairy Farm Costing 
Part 2: Feed Costs
Rose Jackson BVSc DBR MRCVS

l RP10 is £800/Tonne which is 40p/cow/day

l The increase in butter fat is only worth
11p/cow/day

l Therefore, unless the price of RP10 came 
down to £220/Tonne, it is not worth 
including it in the ration!
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Coccidiosis and
Nematodirus in
lambs

Sarah Hughes BSc (Hons) BVet Med MRCVS

Nematodirus is a worm, typically transmitted
from the lamb crop of one year to the lamb crop
of the next. Lambs are susceptible from 1-3
months of age, and will develop immunity at
around 3 months which is strong by 6 months.
Nematodirus eggs on the pasture deposited by
lambs the previous year will all hatch into larvae
at a similar time when weather conditions allow.
Eggs are resilient and persist on pasture for 2
years. For nematodirus, egg hatching occurs
after a chill followed by warmer weather, 
creating a flush of larvae on the pasture. In the
UK, such conditions are seen in April to June. 
If this larval flush coincides with susceptible
lambs (4-12 weeks of age) then nematodirus 
will cause problems. 

Coccidia are protozoa. Ewes will shed some
coccidia around lambing, but are unaffected
themselves. Housed lambs meet the biggest
risk. Most outbreaks are seen in lambs 3-8
weeks old. Oocysts in the ewe’s faeces will
develop into infective stages quickly in the warm
moist lambing shed. Increased contact with 
faeces in the shed means that lambs are much
more likely to ingest more coccidia. Inside the
lambs' gut, the coccidia life cycle takes place,
causing multiplication of the coccidia and
increasing contamination of the housed 
environment further. Oocysts (coccidia eggs)
are also resilient on the pasture so coccidiosis
can also be seen in lambs at pasture.

Faecal samples need to be collected from
scouring lambs and given to your veterinary
practice, in order to make a diagnosis of 
coccidiosis or nematodirus, or both.  Both 
parasites are capable of causing gut damage,
and with a high challenge, lamb deaths can
occur before oocysts or nematodirus eggs are
seen in faeces. In this case, a postmortem of a

dead lamb will yield a diagnosis. Sometimes, it 
is necessary to diagnose the species of 
coccidia in the lambs, not all coccidia species
will cause disease. Lambs can suffer with 
concurrent nematodirus and coccidiosis, and
require dual treatment. 

Coccidiosis is best treated with an anti-coccidial
drench; it is important to identify the risk 
factors for your lambs with your vet, whether 
it be hygiene in the sheds, colostrum intakes, 
an extended housing period, grazing mixed
ages of lambs or using contaminated pastures
in subsequent years. Coccidiosis will be a 
subclinical disease in some lambs, they 
may not scour, but will suffer a depressed
growth rate. 

Nematodirus needs to be treated with an oral
wormer. We recommend using white (Group 1 -
Benzimidazole) or yellow (Group2 - Levamisole)
drenches providing there is not a mixed worm
infection. Clear (Group 3 - Avermectins) tend not
to be so effective for nematodirus. To date, there
has been no resistance reported for Group 1 and
nematodirus, but this situation may change. The
best way to prevent nematodirus infection is to
avoid grazing lambs of 1-3 months of age on
pasture which carried lambs of a similar age in
the previous 2 years. On many farms, this is not
possible, and lambs need a prophylactic drench
or two during the risk period. Disease can be
seen in lambs before eggs are seen in faeces, 
so monitoring worm egg counts is not a 
reliable way to time drenching lambs for this
particular worm. Instead, you need to use the
nematodirus forecast www.nadis.org.uk The
forecast will predict egg hatching depending 
on the weather conditions and advise on 
prophylactic drenching of age susceptible
lambs accordingly. 

Coccidia and nematodirus are both gut parasites that affect young
lambs. The clinical signs are similar, affected lambs have poor weight
gain, scour and can die. However, the life cycles, treatment and 
prevention advice differs for the two parasites.

Did you know that we stock farm
and smallholder products in the 
shop at the Markeaton practice?

If we don’t have what you need, please 
ask at reception as we may be able to 
order it for you.

Markeaton Shop

New website!
Our new website has been launched: 

www.scarsdalevets.com
With information about our farm team,
downloadable information sheets, and
plenty of information for farmers and
smallholders about our services.


