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It costs between £400 and £850 to keep one
suckler cow for a year, she therefore must 
provide a calf every year;  not only to cover
this cost but to produce a profit too.

What should you be aiming for to help
maximise your herds productivity and 
profitability?
A bulling period of 9 weeks (3 cycles) for cows and 6 weeks
(2 cycles) for heifers should give a nice compact calving
period of around 10-12 weeks, with ideally 60% + calving
within the first 3 weeks. 

The benefits of having a tight calving block with a high 
percentage of cows calving in the first three weeks include:

l A heavier, more even batch of calves at weaning that
should reach a finishing weight around the same time. 

l Heavier, more fertile home bred heifers at mating

l Less disease as the calves are all of a similar age, in
herds where there is a mix of ages there is likely to be
spread of disease from older calves to younger ones. 

l Less labour requirements for a tight calving block than
for one that drags out over a number of months.

Selling or culling cows that calve outside of your desired
calving period or moving them from one calving group to
another (e.g. Spring to Autumn calving group) if they fail 
to conceive will help to ensure that your calving period is
kept tight.

Pregnancy diagnosis at an early stage (ideally between 
2-3 months in calf) is also key to keeping your herd in check,
if you don’t know if your cows are in calf it is very difficult to
maintain a fertile productive herd. 

Contact us:

FARM & EQUINE CENTRE
Markeaton Lane, Markeaton,
Derby DE22 4NH
Tel: (01332) 294929

MAIN HOSPITAL
Pride Veterinary Centre,
Riverside Road, Derby
DE24 8HX
Tel: (01332) 678333

PARK FARM
Park Farm Centre, Allestree,
Derby DE22 2QQ
Tel: (01332) 554422

DUFFIELD
15 Town Street, Duffield
Derby DE56 4EH
Tel: (01332) 841700

MICKLEOVER
3 Vicarage Road,
Mickleover, Derby 
DE3 0EA
Tel: (01332) 518585

HILTON
6 Witham Close
Egginton Road, Hilton
Derby DE65 5JR
Tel: (01283) 732999

OAKWOOD
Unit 9, Oakwood District
Centre, Oakwood
Derby DE21 2HT
Tel: (01332) 666500

SHELTON LOCK
247 Chellaston Road, 
Shelton Lock
Derby DE24 9EG
Tel: (01332) 700321

THE SPRINGWOOD
VETERINARY CENTRE
90 Spring Terrace Road
Stapenhill, Burton-on-Trent
DE15 9DX
Tel: (01283) 568162

STRETTON
36 The Green, Stretton, 
Burton-on-Trent
DE13 0EQ
Tel: (01283) 565333

post@scarsdalevets.com

Please note that telephone
calls are recorded for quality
and monitoring purposes.

Summary from last month's

For more information on this, the
Scarsdale Premium Beef Contract or any

other ‘Beef’ related topics please feel
free to speak to one of our farm vets.
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Johne’s 
disease

Rose Jackson BVSc DBR MRCVS

In beef suckler herds, the use of schemes which
are regulated by Cattle Health Certification
Standards (CHeCS, http://www.checs.co.uk/) 
in UK and Ireland has improved consistency 
of advice given to vets and farmers regarding
disease reduction methods. In the ‘Johne’s
Disease Accreditation Programme’ all beef
breeding animals 24 months of age or older 
are blood tested annually and management
changes are made to help control the risk 
factors for this disease. The changes to this 
programme in 2012 have meant herds are now
classified in one of five ‘Risk Levels’, where 
Risk Level 1 is equivalent to those previously
accredited as Johne’s disease monitored free.
These herds have had three consecutive clear
annual herd tests and although it cannot be said
absolutely that they are free from infection, they
are very low risk for a purchaser to get cattle
from. The sale catalogues for beef bulls may
have the Risk Level for Johne’s disease noted,
based on the status of the herd of origin. The
sensitivity of current tests is not sufficient to give
assurance based on the testing on individual
animals, since false negatives can occur. That is
why health declarations at sales are based on
the testing of the whole herd.

For dairy herds, milk samples for Johne’s testing
can be used in herds which milk record. The milk
recording companies have various options for
testing including:

l CHeCS accredited quarterly testing of every
cow in milk.

l Quarterly 30 cows screen with cows 
selected automatically using the milk 
recording records, based on age of the cow
and Somatic Cell Counts (SCCs), because
Johne’s disease cows have a greater risk 
of higher SCCs.

Individual milk test results are used to place
cows in different antibody groups (J0 to J5).  
A J5 cow (can be classed as a “red” cow) is one
where the last two milk samples were positive.
These animals are a high risk for shedding the
Mycobacterium paratuberculosis in faeces,

colostrum and milk. They should be culled, but
in herds with a high prevalence the cows with
consistently the highest antibody levels go first.
At calving the ‘red’ cows are calved individually
and the calf is ‘snatched’ from the dam after
calving to prevent suckling and colostrum is 
provided from another source. For dairy farmers
the system used to control the disease will
depend on the level of infection within the herd
and the aspiration of the farmer.

Despite the current lack of an ideal test for
Johne’s disease in cattle, farmers which improve
biosecurity, improve hygiene around calving
time and carry out a programme to identify and
manage the animals most at risk of spreading
disease, often see benefits. If a herd is infected
and nothing is done, this could cause that herd
reaching a point where many of the animals are
infected and a vast economic loss plus welfare
issues of diseased animals. Johne’s disease is 
a chronic infection and control in the UK will not
be a quick process.

We have discussed control of Johne’s disease at the individual
farm level previously but the challenge now for both the 
dairy and beef industries is to decrease the spread of Johne’s
between herds and reduce or stop the spread between 
animals on farms. Progress has been made in the uptake of 
programmes to help control this disease at farm level.

Poisonous
Garden Plant

There are many different
plants that are toxic to
animals, but recently
we’ve seen a case of 
poisoning in an alpaca
due to Pieris japonica.
Pieris is a beautiful but
deadly ornamental 
shrub, common in 
modern gardens that
causes vomiting, acute
colic, depression and 
eventually heart failure
and death. 

Related to rhododendrons, laurels and azaleas,
Pieris japonica (also known as ‘forest flame’ or
‘mountain fire’) has small white flowers, and the
new leaves are red, turning green as they age.
The leaves, stems and flowers are all toxic to
many species, but it is usually grazing pets such
as alpacas and goats that are able to gain
access to the plant.  

There’s no need to panic if you have this plant 
in your garden - just make sure it’s safe from 
curious visitors, and make sure any clippings
aren’t discarded where animals can gain access
to them. If you have any concerns about your
animals and this plant, just give us a call at 
the surgery. 

We know we’ve got it but where 
do we go from here?

Carolyn Baguley MA VetMB MRCVS


