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Introducing our ATT: Ahoy There, Tash! 
OK, so ATT actually stands for Approved Tuberculin Tester, 
but that doesn’t make for such a catchy headline. Whatever 
the letters stand for, though, we at Scarsdale are really 
excited to be employing our first ATT, Tash Lovatt. 

Tash has been part of the local farming community for 
many years and will be a familiar face to many of you. Her 
stockmanship, milking and calf-rearing skills are already 
highly thought of, but she’s ready to take on a new challenge 
and will be starting her employment with us this month. 
We meet her here, and below we explain a little bit more 
about what an ATT is and what it means for you on farm. 

Welcome to Tash
Tash is obsessed with cows! She fell in love with them from an 
early age as both her dad and grandad worked with them. She 
completed an apprenticeship in agriculture, then worked  
full-time on a dairy farm. 

Tash took a break to have a baby and, after thinking 
that the ATT role would be interesting to get stuck into, 
decided she wanted another challenge. Tash will also 
be a Vet Tech as part of her role at Scarsdale.

In her spare time Tash enjoys walking her sprocker Betsy and 
going on bike rides with the baby. She’s also an excellent 
baker and enjoys competing in village competitions with 
her homemade jam and cakes. She’s really looking forward 
to joining the Scarsdale farm team and looking forward 
to meeting all the lovely farmers on her travels!

ATTs explained
ATTs, also known as lay testers, are para-veterinary professionals 
with the authority to carry out statutory TB skin testing of cattle 
(and only cattle; not deer, alpacas, pigs or other livestock). 

ATTs have been used in Great Britain by the APHA since 2005, but 
now, following a successful two-year pilot in 2018-2020, private 
veterinary businesses in England are also allowed to employ them. 

Feedback during the pilot was overwhelmingly positive from 
participating ATTs, their veterinary supervisors, veterinary 
practices and particularly farmers. ATTs were praised for their 
high-quality TB testing, professionalism and cattle handling skills. 

New ATTs are allocated to a supervising vet within the practice 
who is qualified as an official veterinarian (OV) to perform 
TB skin testing. This vet (the Approved Veterinary Supervisor) 
is responsible for training the ATT and ensuring that they 
achieve the necessary requirements to a high standard. 

ATTs must undertake a comprehensive training package consisting 
of both theoretical and practical on the job training, with strict 
audits and assessments before they gain their ATT qualification. 

Having an ATT performing your TB test will be no different to 
usual – the procedure and paperwork will be exactly the same. 

ATTs can carry out all statutory and private TB skin tests in 
cattle apart from those for export purposes, including 
the testing of animals for export of ova or semen. 

If there is a chance that you may be exporting within 60 days of 
the injection day of a TB test, do notify us when booking your test. 

As always, if you require any other vet work at your TB test 
(PDs, castrates etc) please let us know when booking it in.
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Time to Think 
Tupping (already!)

Dr David Charles 
CertHE(Biol.) BVSc MRCVS

The Tups

There’s no lamb without the ram; so at this time 
of year checking everything is okay is vital.

1. Get an MOT. A good ram MOT is essential and will involve us 
checking teeth, toes, testicles, tone and treatment to check 
the ram’s ready for the coming season and mature enough

2. Have you got enough ram power? The ideal ram : ewe ratio is 
1 : 40 for mature rams or 1 : 25 for ram lambs. (These ratios 
are different if you intend to synchronise ewes with CIDR 
ovis or teasers as the rams will work harder for less time)

3. Give them the snip! If you’re planning on running 
teaser rams to tighten the lambing window, we 
recommend these are done 6-8 weeks before use.

4. Worried by last year’s scanning percentage, or got an 
unproven ram? Consider having a full pre-breeding exam 
including semen analysis to check he’s up to job (these 
are just £60 ex VAT & includes the MOT steps)

The Ewes

1. Have you organised abortion vaccines? Whilst any ewes 
vaccinated last year won’t need doing again; make sure 
you’ve planned and ordered Toxovax and Cevac chlamydia to 
protect your ewes from the most common causes of infectious 
abortion. These must be given at least a month before tupping

2. What body condition are your ewes in? You’re aiming for 
ewes to be BCS 2.5 - 3.5 at tupping to maximise fertility.

3. Are you planning to synchronise or advance your breeding 
season? Don’t forget to order your CIDR ovis, PMSG or check 
over your existing teasers in advance of needing them.

4. Flush those ewes! To improve ovulation rate ewes can  
be flushed with increasing nutrient intake, typically  
fresh pasture +/- harvested forage (up to 0.4kg of grain/ewe/
day). This should be done for at least 3, and ideally 6, weeks, 
prior to tupping as it takes one full cycle (~17 days) to impact 
on the ovaries and improve ovulation rate by flushing.

To talk more about pre-tupping requirements,  
synchronisation protocols and ewe breeding decisions  
call the team on 01332 294929.

Medicine Matters
Carolyn Baguley  
MA VetMB CertAVP (Cattle) MRCVS

The last year and a half has been somewhat challenging 
for everyone, to say the least, including for us in the 
pharmacy department. 

We do our very best to ensure that we can provide a smooth supply of good 
quality medicines at fair prices, but recent supplies of vaccines and other 
medicines have been ‘lumpy’ (sound familiar?!), and we’ve had to change brands, 
suppliers and even countries of origin as different wholesalers and companies have 
run into supply issues. Even the humble Betamox LA has managed to appear in no 
fewer than four different forms. Confused? You’re not the only one. 

The person in charge of our pharmacy, navigating this medicinal minefield behind 
the scenes, is Jenny Carr. Jenny runs a tight ship, and her stock control is second to 
none. She orders medicines, unpacks the crates each morning, arranges medicines 
on the shelf in alphabetical order, helps make sure the vets’ cars are stocked 
properly, checks prices against internet pharmacies, organises regular stocktakes, 
makes sure we have enough stock but not too much, watches expiry dates, 
monitors fridge temperatures, sources alternative medicines when necessary, and 
(much like herding cats) tries to keep the farm and equine vets and their medicine 
use under control. 

We know that the never-ending medicine changes give you as many headaches 
as they do us. And the all-too-familiar cry of ‘it’s on back order!’ sends us spinning 
into a frenzy. We’ve listened to your feedback and we thought it might be a good 
idea once every few months, or more often if necessary, to use a new ‘Medicine 
Matters’ column in the newsletter to highlight the most important recent changes. 
The newsletter goes to print several weeks in advance, so we won’t always be able 
to be bang up to date, but we’ll do our best. 

We kick off with a few pandemic highlights…
• We changed our preferred brand of prostaglandin from Estrumate  

to Prellim (same stuff, different company). The Prellim had to stay 
on the ‘E’ shelf for at least a year before moving to the ‘P’ shelf, 
due to the vets’ inability to find it anywhere except the ‘E’ shelf. 
We still call it Estrumate, and we predict this will still be the case 
in 2050 when it has undergone ten further identity changes.

• There was a run on rectal gloves when the vets feared that the 
national PPE shortages might lead to them having to perform rectal 
examinations with bare arms. Some vets even visited the pharmacy 
in the dead of night so they could secretly stockpile gloves. Thankfully 
their fears proved unfounded and their arms remained protected.

• We were horrified to learn that yet another mastitis tube had become 
unavailable – this time our trusty Tetra Delta, with no return date in sight. 
Thankfully we managed to source a very similar product from overseas, 
Gamaret. The good news was that Gamaret has a shorter milk WHP (72 hours 
vs 108 hours for Tetra Delta). The bad news was that the instructions on the 
box are all in Czech. Thank goodness for Google Translate.

• The withdrawal period was changed for Engemycin. The new WHP was 
cunningly disguised in the small print, so we put big stickers on the boxes 
to make it more obvious. We also got a bit worried when Engemycin was 
unavailable for a while (we like it because it’s the only oxytetracycline that 
can be given IV – useful for listeria and septic cows), but thankfully it’s back 
on the shelf now and due to Jenny’s smart stock skills we didn’t run out. 

• It’s all change again in the world of local anaesthetic, as our usual 
adrenacaine is out of stock until September 2021. The alternative is called 
Procamidor Duo, it has green and white livery rather than adrenacaine’s 
yellow and brown, and it’s slightly less concentrated – 40mg/ml of the 
local anaesthetic rather than 50mg/ml. Practically you’ll notice very little 
difference, but the dose can be increased slightly if it doesn’t seem to 
be quite hitting the spot (if you usually use 5ml, try 6…). And obviously, 
Procamidor lives on the ‘A’ shelf…

Although for some lambing only feels 
like yesterday tupping season is nearly 
upon us already, so we’ve outlined 4 key 
points to consider for both your rams 
and your ewes in the run up to tupping.
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